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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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By Rev. Rolf L. Veenstra 
Pastor First Christian Reformed Church, Cicero, Illinois 


What About Swearing? 


Three great temptations greet the Christian soldier) 


upon entering military service. They are known popularly as 
Wine, Women, and Song, by which last, of course, is not) 


| 


meant ordinary singing, but barrack ballads of a blasphemous| 


sort. For the sake of simplicity these three sins may be re-| 
ferred to as drinking, adultery, and swearing. 


The last of these three is usually | 


the first great “service-sin” with 
which the new inductee is sur- 
rounded. In fact, even before he is 
sworn into military service, as he 
stands around or rides along with 
the crowd of fellows enroute to the 
physical examination center, pro- 
fanity is all about him. 

This is a serious sin. In fact, to 
quote a great catechism, “no sin is 
greater or more provoking to God.” 
It was God Himself Who said to 
the assembled armies of Israel that 
were bivouacking at the base of 
Mount Sinai, “The Lord will not 
hold him guiltless that taketh His 
mame in vain.” 


This goes for all sorts of swear- 
ing, Space does not permit quoting 
all that Jesus says on the subject 
in the beautiful Sermon on the 
Mount (Matthew 5-7), but just 
listen to this: “Swear not at all: 
neither by heaven, nor by earth 
(and one might add, by “gosh,” by 
“golly,” and a lot of others beside). 
But let your speech be, Yea, yea; 
Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more 
than these is of the evil one.” 


Comes now the question, Why 
is there so much swearing nowa- 
days, not just in the fighting forces, 
but in the factory? Well, much of 
it is due to sheer stupidity. The 
brilliant poet, Byron, said of an 
acquaintance that “he knew not 
what to say, so he swore!” Swear- 
ers are not overly-intelligent, They 
may have much education, but go- 
ing to college does not make a 
man wise. It is a well-known fact 
that the intellectual level of the 
average American is pitifully low, 
despite all our universal education. 
That accounts for much of the 
cursing: the profane person is es- 
sentially a “kid.” The William 
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Rev. Rolf L. Veenstra 
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| 
Stoppels Post of the Muskegon | 
American Legion said as much on | 
a card listing ten reasons why 
service-men should not swear. 


Another explanation for swearing 
is fear. It sometimes goes by the 
term “inferiority complex.” That 
accounts for the swearing at in- 
duction centers: timidity, bewilder- 
ment, embarrassment. Trying to 
throw up a smoke-screen bravado, 
to impress others as being tough 
by means of their talk, they fool 
a lot of people except themselves. 
“They punctuate their silly child- 
ish outbursts with a ‘hell of a this’ 
and a ‘damn that’ to show that they 
are ‘he-men.’” 


But this is just scratching the 
surface. The most important ex- 
planation for swearing is simplv 
this: all men are made in the image 
of God. They are convinced in their 
hearts of God’s existence, And all 
men must recognize God: in their 
thoughts, in their actions, and in 
their speech! So, either they use 
God’s name properly, by means of 
prayer and praise, or they use His 
name in oaths, which someone has 
said is “prayer in reverse.”” When 
it comes to God, nobody can be 
neutral. | 


*There is hardly better proof that | 
the Christian is absolutely in the | 


| 


right, and the unbeliever all wrong, | 


(Continued on page 12) | 
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The Three Trees of History 


By Dr. Will H. Houghton 


late president, Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 


“And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of 
|every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the| 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat 
of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt sure- 
or, dying, thou shalt die.’”’—Gen. 2:16, 17. 

“Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteous- 
| ness : by whose stripes ye were healed.’”’—I Pet. 2:24. 

“Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may 
have the right to come to the tree of life, and may enter in 
by the gates into the city.’’—Rev. 22:14, R.V. 


You will recognize that the; 
word tree occurs in each of these | 
a different tree. “But of the’ 
tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, thou shalt not eat of 
it; for in the day that thou eates* 
thereof, dying, thou shalt die.” 
“Who his own self bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree.” 
“Blessed are they that wash their 


to come to the tree of life.” 
God gathers the entire history 


of the human race around three 
trees. 
The first was a tree of test- 


ing planted back in the Garden| 


of Eden, and that tree of test- 
ing became the tree of condem- 
nation. The second, so far as 
chronological order is concerned, 
is the tree of redemption planted 
on Calvary’s hilltop. The _ third 
and final tree in Scripture is the 
tree of life yonder in the eternal 
ages. 

Man thinks of history as a 
straight and constantly ascending 
line—that humanity began in the 
dim and distant past with nothing, 
and continues a constant ascent, 
until some time out in the dis- 
tant future man will reach per- 
fection. But the Bible does not 
know any such scheme of human 
history, for the Word of God 
gathers the story of the human 
race around three trees. The first 


was the tree of testing, the tree 


tree of 
man 


con- 
failed 


which became the 
demnation because 


‘under the test. The second is the 


tree of life out in the eternal 
ages; and the third is the mid- 
tree, the cross of Calvary. 
The First and Last Chapters 
Alike 
Even the casual reader of the 
Bible will notice a resemblance 


Delay Means Disaster! 
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By the 


Editor 


It is impossible to tell readers | 
of THE SworD OF THE LORD how} 
important the present subscription 
campaign is. Thousands of readers 
who subscribed for themselves or 
who were subscribed for by others 
now have let their subscriptions 
expire. Unless they renew, or un- 
less others rehew for them, or un- 
less other subscriptions are sent 
to take their place, there will be a 
drastic reduction in the usefulness 
of THE SworpD OF THE Lorp, I 
cannot tell you how earnestly I 
am burdened about this subscrip- 
tion campaign. If readers of THE 
SworD OF THE LORD do not take 
this matter to heart and do not 
send in subscriptions as they 
ought, my heart will be broken 
and I believe it will be a major 
disaster in the Christian life of 
America. 


We are beginning to see great 
breaking-out revivals: The best 
Christian leaders say that THE 


SwWoORD OF THE LORD has had a 
major part in bringing back re- 
vival to America. The great fight 
for the fundamentals of the faith 
is going strong, and God is using 
it tremendously. What if now the 
usefulness of THE SWORD OF THE 
LorpD were to be cut in half be- 
cause of the indifference and cal- 
lousness of God’s people? Again 
I say, in Jesus’ name do your 
best! Send your own renewal sub- 
scription and subscriptions for as 
many others as possible. If you do 
not help, you are a party to failure 


and disaster. But I believe 
you. will. Send subscriptions 
today, $2 for the first one- 
year subscription, and $1 per 


yearly subscription for all others 
sent at the same time. This offer 
is good for new and renewal sub- 
scriptions. For Canadian and 
foreign subscriptions add fifty 
cents per year because of added 
postage. Write Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois. 


| between tl 
verses although each deals with) pinje cla chapters of the 


| robes, that they may have the right | 


| ters 


that blessed Book. In the early | 
chapters of the Bible you have'| 
a creation which God pronounced | 
good—a perfect earth and a per-| 


last chapters of 


fect Heaven; nothing of sin, or| 


sickness, or sorrow, or weakness, | 
or tears; 


never a broken heart 
in the early chapters of the Bible. | 
When you come to the last chap- | 
of the Bible, you find the| 
Same kind of a world—a new 


|Heaven and a new earth, and find | 


that then there are no tears, no 
sorrows, no sickness, no death, for | 
all of these have been banished. 
So the early chapters and the| 


| last chaptets of the Book are alike | 


in the sense that there isn’t any | 
suggestion of sin and of the chain 
of sorrow ‘and misery that has 
been occasioned by sin. 


But in between the early chap- 


ters and the last chapters of the 
Bible is the whole circle of time | 
which surrounds the story of | 
sordidness and _ suffering  and/| 
Shame and sin. It all began with | 

| 


the failure of the first man un- | 


'der the tree of testing. God Said | 


to our first parents, “There is | 
the tree of the knowledge of good | 
and evil; in the day thou eatest | 
thereof, dying, thou shalt die.’ | 
When these disobedient parents | 
of ours partook of the fruit of. 


| 


Dr. Will H. Houghton 


that tree, God banished them 
from the Garden and placed there 
the cherubim with the flaming 
sword, lest they return and par- 
take of the fruit of the tree of 
life and live forever in that sin- 
ful condition. 

It may have meant little or 
nothing to our first parents when 
God said, “In the day thou eat- 
est thereof, dying, thou shalt 
die.”” It is very possible that after 
the sin had been committed, Adam 
and Eve, when they found them- 
selves out of the Garden and out 
of the presence of God, and their 
fellowship with God no longer 
possible, might have said to each 
other, “What did God mean when 
He spoke of-death?” They knew 
nothing of death. They had never 
seen a human being die. They 
had never seen anything in the 
natural world suggesting death. 

(Continued on page 10) 


“Look” Magazine Article Refuted 


Unscholarly Attack on Bible in Feb. 26 Issue Answered, 
With Facts 


By Walter E. Handford, General Manager 
Sword of the Lord Publishers 


One sure way to get attention is to cast doubt on some- 
thing which has long been accepted. The Scriptures have 
long been the playground for professional “de-bunkers” who 
come up with “startling discoveries which disprove the Bible.” 


One of the latest attempts to 
discredit the accuracy of-our Bible | 
occupied five pages in the Febru-| 
ary 26 issue of Look magazine. | 
Under the sensational title, “The | 
Truth About the Bible,” Hartzell | 
Spence claims that a recent study | 
has revealed about 50,000 errors | 
in our New Testament. In the| 
course of his debunking, Spence 
assails the Great Commission, the 
Trinity, and the Lord’s Prayer as | 
being unreliable. The heart of this 


Walter E. 


Handford 


article is found in the following 
paragraph. 

“A study of the New Testa- 
ment now in progress indicates 
that much of it—including por- 
tions we think of as the very 
heart of the Bible—was insert- 
ed or changed over the centur- 
ies, either deliberately or by 
mistake. Evidence has_ been 
turned up that questions some 
of the most-quoted statements 
and happenings in the Scrip- 
tures. Not even the 
Prayer has been spared.” 


Nothing New in Look’s Article 


Hartzell Spence, the author of 
this Look magazine article, sug- 
gests that his “sensational revela- 
tions” are an early result of a re- 
cent 20-year study- undertaken by 
Dr. Ernest C. Colwell of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, and 124 other 
scholars. Actually, Spence’s father 
who, he says, was a Bible-believ- 
ing minister, probably knew most 


(Continued on page 2) 
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How Many Illiterate, Shabby, 
Ignorant Unspiritual Christians? 


By the Editor 


It seems to me a shocking and surprising thing that so 
many Christians are content to remain practically illiterate, 
never reading a worthwhile book, reading only trashy litera- 


ture, or nothing at all! 


Those who are in touch with the | 
spend millions of 


ungodly world know that millions 
ol 


read diligently. Thi 

the “best sellers,” reading the 
filthiest novels if necessary to 
stay abreast of the times, reading 


biographies, books on questions of 
public interest. I see these books 
in the homes of non-Christians, 
Often from the moral viewpoint 
their choice of reading poor, 
but at least it is to the credit ol 
millions of non-Christians and for- 
mal, modernistic church members 
that they try to stay abreast of 
the times, try to read current 
literature. Great secular book 
clubs furnish millions of books 
every year to these people. Sur- 
prisingly enough, the current sec- 
ular books that sell widely are 
expensive and often sell for from 
$2.50 to $6.00 each. 

How 


is 


Christians would be bles- 
sed if they took as serious an in- 
terest in real culture, in real in- 
formation to be obtained from 
high quality books, particularly 
books from “Christian sources. 
The false cults and sects recog- 
nize the enormous importance of 
literature. “Jehovah's Witnesses” 
turn out books by “Judge” Ruth- 
erford and others literally by the 
millions of copies! They feel obli- 
gated to read this literature for 
themselves and to pass it on to the 
general public. The Seventh Day 
Adventists, although one of the 
smaller denominations who have 
fantastic doctrines originated by 
that neurotic woman, Mrs. White 
(whose writings they regard as 
inspired like the Bible), have yet 
taken one of the most enlightened 
stands on the question of litera- 
ture.. They have great publishing 
houses scattered over America, 
and in foreign countries, and 


non-Christians and modernists | out 
‘y keep up with| ture with colored pictures, novels 


getting 
litera- 


dollars 
literature. They have 
which teach their doctrine of the 
sabbath; the finest anti-alcoholic 
literature as well as untrustwor- 
thy literature on prophecy. “Chris- 
tian Science,” “Unity,” “Divine 
Science,” and other cults spread 
their literature in millions of cop- 
They recognize that the in- 
crease of their membership, the 
advance of their doctrine depends 
largely upon literature. 

What a shame that there are 
SO many thousands of orthodox, 
sible-believing Christians who al- 
most never read a good book! I 
know orthodox, Bible-believing 
preachers who have been preach- 
ing for years who do not own 
twenty books! I know a multitude 
of Christians who are high school 
graduates and more who have 
never read aé_ half-dozen good 
Christian books in their lives. Yes, 
some Christians have never read 
even one sound Christian book! 
What kind of Christianity is this 
that ignores the culture of the 
ages, scorns learning, has no taste 
for reading? What kind of Chris- 
tianity is this that studies no 
Bible doctrine, does not read Bible 
sermons, does not know the great 
heroes of the Christian faith 
through biographies? 

How can anybody be an intelli- 
gent Christian who is an illiterate 
stranger to the miraculous work 
God did through D. L. Moody or 
George Mueller or Hudson Taylor 
or C. T. Studd or George W. Tru- 
ett? How can anybody be a well- 
developed, informed Christian who 
is unfamiliar with the printed ser- 
mons of Spurgeon and Moody, the 
sermons and Bible teaching of 
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Blessings come wholesale when 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD goes to a 
whole church membership. That’s 
why we encourage pastors and 
people to add their churches to the 
Church Honor Roll, by subscribing 
to THE SWORD OF THE LoRD. Many 
pastors have tried it and found 
that such a plan not only revives 
spiritual life in the church, but 
actually increases attendance, 
helps the church grow and win 
souls, and makes working, praying 
members. Last year in THE SworpD 
OF THE LORD we told about Rev. 
Lloyd R. Smith, in Des Moines, 
lowa. He sent THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp to twenty families in the 
church, and then wrote joyfully 
“Since then we have had 125 con- 
versions, the Sunday School and 
church have tripled, prayer meet- 
ing running from forty to eighty- 
five each week. Praise the Lord!” 
Rev. Hoke Parton wrote us about 
his church in Chattanooga, Tenne- 
see, too. After giving THE Sworp 
OF THE LorRD to his members, the 
church changed from “an ordinary 
cool, mechanical Baptist church” 
to one burdened for the Lord, with 
real revival spirit. The church al- 
most trebled in membership, peo- 
ple were saved, young men were 
called to preach. 
We pray that will be the case 
in each of these churches, which 
make up the Church Honor Roll 
for this week. Perhaps your 
church should be added to the list. 
Remember that during this cam- 
paign you may subscribe for the 
whole church membership at only 
$1.00 each! 
. 
Bear River Baptist Church, sent 
by Chester Kaulbach, Treasurer. 
Bethel Baptist Church, sent by 
Rev. R. E. Kile, pastor. 
Rev. Joe E. Wilson subscribed for 
members of his former church in 
Houston, Texas. 


* * 


First Baptist Church, by Rev. 
Ranken Moffitt, pastor. 
In addition to this’ several 


churches have agreed to give sub- 
scriptions to THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD to every new convert. Special 
rates are available for this. 

We will be happy to work out 
deferred payment arrangements 
with any individual church, which 
wishes to join the Church Honor 
Roll by sending THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD to every member. 
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Important Memo-- 


WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS 


Please report both new and old ad- 
dresses directly to THE Sworp’ or 
THE Lorp, five weeks before the 
change is to take effect. Copies that 
we address to your old address will 
not be delivered by the Post Office 
unless you pay them extra postage. 
Avoid this unnecessary expense by 
notifying us five weeks in advance. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Subscription Dept. 
214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, Ill. 


like In His Steps, by Sheldon, 
Black Rock by Ralph Connor, Ben 
Hur by General Lew Wallace? 
One cannot know God very well 
who ignores all that God has done 
for other good men and through 
other good men. God puts no pre- 
mium on ignorance. Loyalty to the 
Bible is no excuse for indifference 
about true culture, godly enlight- 
enment, and great literature. 
Don't be a spiritual illiterate; 
don’t be a Christian ignoramus! 
Get your mind higher than a True 
Confession magazine or the daily 
newspaper trash or comic books! 
Let us help you. Join a good 
Christian book club. Visit a good 
Christian book store. Talk with 
your pastor about good books. 
Write for catalogs from Christian 
book publishers. Set out to read 
good Christian books regularly, 
prayerfully, to illumine your mind, 
refresh your soul and be a well- 
fed Christian spiritually. If we can 


Torrey, the great Christian novels 


talking of new material, but mere- 
ly rehashing old material. 

The Scripture claims to be God's 
Weord. We believe it to be abso- 
lutely without error in its original 
manuscripts. Even the words of 
the Bible were given by God. Je- 
sus in Matthew 5:17,18 plainly told 
us that the Bible was correct 
down to the jot (like the dotting 
of the i) and tittle (like the cross- 
ing of the t). Paul, writing under 
the inspiration of God, based an 
argument on whether Genesis 13: 
15 used the word Jseed” or 
“seeds” in Galatians 3:16. So we 
see that the Bible was “verbally 
inspired” and is guaranteed as 
God’s words. There were no errors 
in it as God originally gave it. 

In the centuries since the origi- 
nal documents were written, the 
New ‘Testament 
down to us by human hands. For 
1400 years until printing was used 
the process was hand copying by 
scribes who gave their lives to the 
work of preserving the Bible. 
These men were devout mei, 
painstakingly careful in their im- 
portant work. However, even with 
this care, some minor errors did 
creep into the text. In most cases 
the errors were confined to the 
misplacing of a letter or the in- 
correct spelling of a word. In no 
case is any doctrinal matter af- 
fected. The only real problems we 
have about inaccuracies in the 
Bible involve such slight mistakes 
in copying the Bible or translation. 


The “Errors” Examined 

The first disputed section which 
Spence points out is Mark 16:9- 
20. He says: 

“For example, in the last 
chapter of the Book of Mark, 
the last twelve verses have long 
been challenged. It is these ver- 
ses, as read by most Christians, 
that contain the famous admoni- 
tion: ‘Go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel. . . 
There, too, appears one of the 
foundation stones of the Chris- 
tian doctrine: ‘He that believ- 


eth and is baptized shall be 
saved. . A-third passage 
has inspired certain sects in 


West Virginia and Tennessee to 


handle rattlesnakes during their 
services: ‘In my name shall they 


help you, let us know. 


| cast out devils; they shall speak 


t by Pastors, Bible 


has been passed | 
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f Readers of THE SWORD OF THE LORD will rejoice with us over | | 
H the marvelous way God used Sword of the Lord Literature last 
4 year. Here we list the monthly reported conversions: : 
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This report does not include the hundreds saved in Japan and | | 
other countries through the booklet, “What Must 1 Do to Be Saved?” | : 
‘| Of the above total, 77 of those saved were from sermons printed in ; | 
“The Sword of the Lord”: 475 from Sword of the Lord books and |} : 
: pamphlets. | : 
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began their work in 1870, consid- doubtful that St. Mark men- 
ered these very same problems in (Continued on page 4) 
their revision work. The Scofield é 
Bible, copyrighted in 1909 and I 
widely used, contains RIES | d 
notes on several of the passages : 
which give author Spence so much || | 
difficulty. Standard theology || é 
books and commentaries have for — 
many generations recognized cer- ae 
tain problems in the text of our| —~% : 
Bible. Around 1770, a German] | 
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ancient manuscripts. His findings , tae ee 
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Come To 


Cumberland Christian Retreat 
July 13. Through 20 


Opening New Conference Ground on the Bill Rice Ranch 
Near Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Come Rough it! Ride 
Horses on Thousand-Acre Ranch. Sleep in the Open. 

Eat Around the Campfire. Help in Actual Con- 
struction. Three Great Services Daily. A 
Unique Conference Ground Being 
Founded 


By Evangelist Bill Rice, Associate Editor 


It is with real joy and no little excitement that we an- 
nounce the opening of a new and unique conference ground 


in thé foothills of the Cumberland Mountains. 


We trust it 


will quickly become one of the greatest conference grounds 


in all the nation. 
I have long felt 

such a conference 

three reasons. 


the need for 
ground for 


1. Since our oldest girl, Betty 
Ann, is deaf, her mother and I 
have a burden on our hearts to 
do something to reach deaf chil- 
dren for Christ. Finally with 
great fear and trembling we de- 
termined, by the help of God, that 
we would promote such a confer- 
ence ground ourselves and have 
special instructors for the deaf 
and invite deaf people, especially 
boys and girls, to come for spirit- 
ual help and physical recreation 
along with other people. 

2. John (Editor John R. Rice) 
and I have been anxious to pro- 
mote a conference ground in 
America that would be unique in 
its soul-winning emphasis, a con- 
ference ground with a distinctly 
evangelical flavor, a place where 
Christians could be taught to win 
souls, to get their prayers an- 
swered, to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, to learn God’s plan for 
happy Christian homes and the 
bringing up of children, etc. As 
you know, the Sword of the Lord 
conducts several great conferen- 
ces on soul winning and evangel- 


*- ism each year..We felt we ought 


to have a conference ground that 


Was Christ Crucified 
on Friday - - - Or? 


is a@ new book of eleven chapters, four 
charts, and a Scriptural Calendar of 
Passion Week. Considered by many a 
very exhaustive treatise of the subject. 


Price $2.00 


Rev. A. G. Kruschwitz, D.C. 
347 No. William St. 
Marine City, Mich. 
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—of fascinating MOODY 
Home Study Courses 
Send today for details and free sample 
lessons. Twenty great studies covering all 

phoses af Christian life. 
PROPHECY — SOUL - WINNING — 
DOCTRINE — BIBLE STUDY 


BIBLE INSTITUTE 
CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


St. ° Chicago 10, ill. 


MOODY 


820 WN. La Salle 


“West Point’ of Christian Service 


A series of 


Genesis to Revelation. 


288 pages, each volume 
Old Testament — 6 volumes 
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we could count on year after year 
where we could set high Christian 
standards and arrange for many 
conferences each summer that 
would have the highest moral 
standards, the world’s. greatest 
preachers and teachers and such 
recreation facilities as would 
make it a blessed vacation ground 
for all who came. 

3. We have felt the need for 
such a conference ground in the 
South where there are compara- 
tively few conference’ grounds 
that are not denominational. 


Old Ranch Purchased 


During a revival campaign with 


the Westvue Baptist Church of 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, (near 
Nashville) I learned of an old 


ranch of approximately one thou- 
sand acres that was for sale. It 
had been largely unused for twen- 
ty years, and much of it grown up 
in brush. The owner, a fine Chris- 
tian gentleman named Marvin 
Scales, had constantly refused to 
sell the place, but when we con- 
tacted him and told him why we 
wanted it, he was not only willing 
to sell but made me an especially 
low price and then donated the 
first thousand dollars toward the 
purchase! 

Mrs. Rice and I mortgaged our 
home in Wheaton to make the 
down payment and later, when we 
sold the home to secure money 
for the missionary work in Africa, 
we moved into a_e three-room 
apartment in Murfreesboro. 

The ranch is in a beautiful set- 
ting. It is roughly in the shape of 
a horseshoe or the letter “U”, 
thus providing miles of trails for 
riding and hiking. There are six 
hills, foothills of the Cumberland 
Range, on or partly on the ranch. 
The site for the conference ground 
proper is on the slope of a small 
mountain in a forest of cedars, 
walnut and other lovely trees. A 
small lake has been built on the 
grounds. Approximately twenty- 
five acres has been set aside for 
the erection of buildings, play- 
grounds, etc. The state of Tennes- 
see granted us a charter as a non- 
profit organization. The corporate 
body is composed of Dr. John R. 
Rice; Rev. Woodrow Medlock, pas- 
tor of the Westvue_ Baptist 
Church, Murfreesboro, Tennessee; 
Mr. E. E. Widner, Christian busi- 
nessman and president of Texas 
Gideons; Cathy (Mrs. Bill Rice); 
and myself. Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., 
president of Bob Jones University, 
and Dr. Lee Roberson, pastor of 
famous Highland Park Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 


WELLS OF LIVING WATER 


14 volumes 


By R. E. Neighbour 
This series covers a large part of the Bible Book by Book from 


Each volume contains at least thirty expositions which magnify 
Christ and acclaim spiritual truths. 


Uniformly bound in durable cloth 


Size 5 1/4 x 7 3/4 inches 
New Testament — 8 volumes 


Each volume, $1.50, postpaid 


Address 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS—Box 6059—Cleveland 1, Ohio 
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Put Your 
Church on 
Honor Roll! 


Christian leaders have long 
known that churches have a re- 
sponsibility to supply their mem- 
bers with the best reading ma- 
terial. It is now a regular prac- 
tice in good Sunday Schools to 
furnish Sunday School papers for 
boys and girls and young people, 
and often for older people. De- 
nominational papers are often put 
in the budget of the local church 
and paid for, so that every family 
in the church would receive the 
denominational organ. However 
unfortunately, denominational pa- 
pers do not have many sermons, 
do not have much Bible teaching, 
and do not have strong spiritual 
results. Therefore, we urge that 
every pastor and official board 
and church leaders everywhere 
Should consider putting THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD in every 
home of the church. It may be 
done by official action of the 
church, and provided for in the 
annual church budget. Or pastor 
and officials may take one or two 
Sundays, urging everybody to sub- 
scribe and taking these subscrip- 
tions publicly. Or far-seeing spirit- 
ual Christians in a church may 
pay for the leading families in the 
church to receive THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. 

At any rate, we have a fine 
Church Honor Roll, of the church- 
es where the majority of the fam- 
ilies in the church receive THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. AVILL 
YOU HELP SEE THAT YOUR 
CHURCH IS ON THE CHURCH 
HONOR ROLL? 


Take advantage of the present 
wonderful campaign subscription 
rate; $2 for the first one-year 
subscription, $1 per year per sub- 
scription for all others sent at the 
same time! A church with 100 
families can have THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD the entire year 
to every family for only $101! 
Twenty-five families receive THE 
SWORD for $26, an entire year. 
Get your church on THE SWORD 
honor roll. 

Send subscriptions to Sword of 
the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois. 


have agreed to serve with us on 
the board of directors. 


Horses for the Ranch 


Since I learned to ride almost 
as soon as I learned to walk, I 
have a great love for good riding 
horsés. We now have a number of 
fine ‘Tennessee walking horses, the 
easiest riding horses in the world, 
on the ranch. They are so easy to 
ride that even a tenderfoot can 
ride them without’ discomfort. 
They are gentle and well-trained 
and safe, as well as ‘beautiful. 
Most of them were outright gifts 
to the ranch. Many of you will re- 
member that Abdullah Ibn al Hus- 
sain, the late Palestinian king, 
presented me with two Arabian 
horses from his own royal stables 
just before his assassination, and 
these two shorses are now on the 
ranch in Tennessee. There will be 
horseback riding daily for a nom- 
inal fee over beautiful Cumber- 
wood trails. 


Rough It With Us This 
Summer! 


There is not a single building 
erected on the conference ground 
at the present time, and yet we 
will have our first conference, 
God willing, this July 13 to 20. 
We expect this to be an out- 
standing week in the lives of hun- 
dreds of God’s people. Since there 
are no buildings, we will rough it! 
Everyone who comes must bring 
his own bedroll (a couple of 
blankets, sheets & pillow) or cot. 
We will spread our blankets over 
a so{t pile of fragrant hay and 
you will sleep as you have never 
slept before, beneath bright Ten- 
nessee stars or sheltered in tents 
until we get the first buildings 
erected, as necessary. Everyone 
will bring his ’own eating utensils, 
and we will eat our meals in real 
cowboy fashion. We will work four 
hours every day putting up build- 
ings, clearing brush, making trails, 
preparing meals, etc. John Rice 
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THheaton Bible Church t 
4:0 NORTH CROSS STREET 

WHEATON ILLINOIS 
PHONE: WHEATON 8-C255 


In these days of voluminous printing, 
must have a distisnctive ministry to justify its 
The justification of THE SWORD OF TH ‘ 
LORD ts its evangetistic emphesis. 


Every issue is calculated to win souls, and the 
Outstanding preachers of the continent ere celled 
into service to contribute to this end, 
is honoring this ministry is demonstrated not only 
by the rapid increase of the paper's circulation, 
but by the many reports of souls being saved and 
Christians stirred to new zeal for the lost. I 
happy to add my commendation. ; 


Very sincerely yours, in the bonds of Christ, 


fea 
Je C. Maceul 
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That God ; 
’ 


am J 
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has erected eight tabernacles, two| John Rice on the preparation of 


church buildings and a brick| 
home, and Woodrow Medlock has 
erected a number of fine houses; 
and these two men will pitch right 
in and supervise the construction 


of the buildings. You won’t want, 


to miss this! Multiplied thousands 


| 


sermons. He will show how toa 
gather material, how to prepare 
an outline, how organize scriptur- 
al material for a sermon. This 
should be of especial interest to 
all who preach, for you can go 
back home with twelve or fifteen 


have seen pictures of John Rice brand-new sermons tor your con- 


in great revival meetings with a} gregation! : . 
Bible in his hand, but bring your; should not miss this. 


students 
And the 1lie@ 


Ministerial 


own camera and get a picture of | | will be other heart-stirring mes- 
these preachers dressed in over-| | sages on soul-winning and revival. 


alls, wielding a hammer or dressed | 
in riding togs riding beautiful Rice for a 
Ranch horses! We expect to be | never 


Plan early to come. Plan now 
happy occasion you will 
forget. As long as you live 


able to erect all the buildings we | you will remember the first Cum- 


can get money to pay for. 


berwood conference, the eating 


We plan to erect, as soon 4S We| and sleeping in the open, the hap- 
can get to it, two-roomed cabins| py and intimate fellowship with 
of concrete blocks, with adjoining | other waxm- -hearted Christians in 


bath. These buildings 
approximately $350.00 
with labor furnished 
have 
building fund, but 
many will want a part in this | 
blessed work. 


free. We) 


It is our plan to furnish food) 


free of charge to all who will work 
with us four hours a day. 

We have often advertised a 
“Christian workers’ conference.” 
Believe me, this is going to be a 
Christian WORKER’S conference 
with the emphasis on the work! 

But we will have time for other 
things, too. Besides the spiritual 
treats and the work, there will be 
time for horseback riding, for hik- 
ing, for games and for just plain 
loafing. 


Three Great Services Daily 


now about $700.00 in the | world. Would you? 


i 


i 


will cost} the work and in the services! We 
complete, | are all so excited about it; 


we feel 
would not miss it for the 
So make up a 


|; we 


we believe | bedroll and put a little red ring 


around July 13 on your calendar. 


(LATER NEWS: Brother Bill 
has discovered that we can get 
Pricing government barracks which 
can be taken down in sections and 
moved to conference ground site. 
Bill and I have already agreed to 
buy and have at hand on the con- 
ference ground, ready to put up 
in big pre-fabricated sections, ma- 
terial for a dining hall and kitch- 
en 40x80 feet, a _ refreshment 
stand, a dormitory for 40 men and 
boys, a dormitory for 40 women 
and girls, at least 20 separate 
rooms (in cottages) available for 


couples and families. Hence there 


| will be labor that every one can 

ikea will be time, also for do, skilled or unskilled. We expect 
three great services every day. ‘to make a tremendous showing 
Of especial interest to many will! and have a victorious week. EDI- 
be the lessons and supervision by | TOR JOHN R. RICE.) 
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Two recent revival campaigns 
conducted by Evangelist Monroe 
Parker, of Greenville, South Caro- 
lina, have been reported. The first 
of these occurred December 31 - 
January 13 in Albany, Ohio. After 
three services in the First Baptist 
Church, the crowds grew so large 
that the meetings were shifted to 
the high school auditorium. Hun- 


dreds of re-dedications and con- 
versions were recorded. January 
20-February 1, Dr. Parker and 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Treadway, 


his musicians, participated in an- 
other campaign sponsored by the 
Rheem Avenue Baptist Church o! 


tichmond,. California. With the 
support of Youth for Christ and 
The Christian Business Men's 


Evangelistic Club, here too there! 


were many decisions for Christ. 
*« * . 

A letter from Rev. Wm. G. Colt- 
man, pastor of the Highland Park 
Baptist Church, Highland Park, 
Michigan, reads as follows, “Evan- 
gelist John Gamble completed two 
weeks of special meetings follow- 
ing the dedication of the new edi- 
fice of the Highland Park Baptist 
Church in Detroit. His ministry 
was accompanied with real bless- 
ing to the church and decisions 
were made every night during the 
last week. 

- * * 

Memorial Baptist Church of 
Pasadena, Texas, where H. D. 
Hale is the pastor, has just fin- 
ished a very successful revival in 
which 63 were added to _ the 
church, with 44 of these for bap- 
tism, according to the report from 
the Minister of Education of the 
church. There were 17 adults 
saved. This revival was conducted 
by Evangelist Dan Vestal, Semin- 
ary Hill, Box 6241, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

* * ° 

The Memorial Baptist Church, 
Fresno, California, Dr. Gabriel R. 
Guedj, pastor, recently concluded 
a two-week revival with Evan- 
gelist Homer Britton of Chatta- 
nooga. The pastor reports 78 first- 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


time decisions for Christ and 
many more’ rededications. Al- 
most all the entire group of first- 
time decisions represents candi- 
dates for baptism and church 
membership. Crowds several times 
filled the new auditorium of the 
church. Dr. Guedj further adds: 
“One of the sources of this evan- 
gelist’s power is the ability to at- 
tack sin specifically, hit the sin- 
ners or backsliders right ‘between 
the eyes’ with such conviction and 
yet good humor and concern that 
those guilty become more aware 
of their condition than get angry 
at the preacher! I unreservedly 
commend Brother Britton to any 
and all churches of whatever size 
or location. He is not numbers- 
conscious, but gets numbers. He 
says nothing about money, but 
the finances come in. He is a 
three-in-one personality: an evan- 
gelist, revivalist, church vitalizer.”’ 
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An old proverb says, “Never 
put off till tomorrow what should 
be done today.” The Bible com- 
mands a Christian to be “not 
slothful in business; fervent in 
spirit; serving the Lord.” The ed- 
itor begs every reader to give 
earnest attention to this matter 
of renewing your own subscrip- 
tion and sending subscriptions for 


BILLY GRAHAM WASHINGTON CRUSADE 
CLOSES AFTER ONE WEEK EXTENSION; RE- 
CORDED DECISIONS FOR CHRIST PAST 6,000 
MARK; AVERAGE ATTENDANCE NEAR 10,000; 
FUTURE GRAHAM TEAM PLANS ANNOUNCED 


By Jerry Beaven, Public Relations Director 
of Billy Graham Campaigns 


others. DO IT TODAY! Subscrip- 
tion campaign closes April 1. All' 
subscriptions at the special rate 
must be mailed and postmarked 
by midnight, April 1. 

If you give this attention you 
may be able to save some precious 
souls, comfort the hearts of Chris- 
tians, help some _ preacher 
preach the gospel. SEND A LIST building . 
OF NINE SUBSCRIPTIONS TO- | nightly average attendance was 
DAY WITH $10.00, or do what) 9593 The recorded decisions in the 


you can—but do it now. Neglect | Armory meetings stood at 6,244 
is a sin! 


ington Evangelistic Crusade with 
Evangelist Billy Graham ended 
here yesterday .... The National 
Guard Armory saw the largest 


subscription, send $1 per yearly | 
subscription fer other subs sent 


own subscription a8 far as possible | available to team members for im- 
at this ridiculously low rate. Ad-| portant meetings in Congress, the 


‘*Look’’ Magazine Article 


‘tagon, another week was scheduled 


. the week was named “Billy 


| 
| 


Washington, D. C., February 18|Graham Week.” On Armed Serv- 
—SPECIAL—The Greater Wash- | ices night at the Crusade, the three 


Chiefs of Chaplains from the 
Army, Navy and Air Corps, were 
seated on the platform with Evan- 
gelist Graham, These military 


to) throng ever to crowd into the vast | leaders, together with other govern- 
._ In the Armory, the! ment officials, voiced warm ad- 


miration for the effect of the Cru- 
sade in Washington. 
After a brief period of rest dur- 


| |... @ nightly average response of |ing which the Graham team will 
Send $2 for the first one-year|195 recorded decisions for Christ. | be producing radio and television 

The Crusade had far reaching | programs, the next meetings will 
effects throughout official Wash- include a Sunday afternoon meet- 
at the same time. Renew your | ington. Scores of opportunities were | ing in the Gator Bowl at Jackson- 


ville, Florida on April 20; a mass 
rally on the_steps of the Texas 


dress the Sword of the Lord Pub-| >¢cnate, government agencies and/ State Cafitol in Austin on April 
lishers, Wheaton, Illinois. |before luncheon groups. After one | 27; with the next city-wide cam- 
|week series of meetings at the Pen- | paign beginning in the Sam Hous- 


ton Coliseum in Houson, Texas on 
May 4. 


It seems likely, then, that Mark 


(Continued from page 2) 
tioned the subject. The adjura- 
tions to missionary effort and 
baptism are believed to be 
equally questionable.” 

In the first place, the author re- 


veals a woeful ignorance of the! to point out that the passage con- | 


sible when he seeks to discredit | 
missionary effort and baptism by 
casting doubt on this passage in 
Mark. The Great Commission is al- 
so given in Matthew 28:19, 20, and | 
the command to evangelize is re- 


1:8. Therefore, even if the Mark 
account of the Great Commission 
were not genuine, the doctrines 
would remain. 

However, there seems to be a 
good basis for believing that in 
the original manuscripts of our 
Bible Mark 16:9-20 was included. 
On page 396 of the International 
Standard Bible Encyclopedia, con- 
sidered by many to be the very 
finest Bible encyclopedia, the 
Mark 16:9-20 passage is men- 


|Sinaitic-and Vatican manuscripts, 
peated in Luke 24:47-49 and Acts| two of the oldest manuscripts yet 


ha lived. tr b 240 | 16:9-20 became lost for a time, 
ne,” WHS vee a enue Se but actually was in the original 


2 ; eat, 
| 420 A.D., was the first to mention | New Testament manuscripts. 
the problem (Jerome beat Mr. | 
Spence to the draw by about 1550 
years). The encyclopedia goes on| 


The Trinity Questioned 
The doctrine of the Trinity is 
_also put under fire. 

“Another discrepancy on 
which much Christian doctrine 
is based concerns the Holy 
Trinity. In the commonly read 
versions of John’s First Epistle, 
st. John says: ‘For there are 
three that bear record in Hea- 
ven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost: and these three 
are one.’ All the evidence so 
far collated sustains a 100-year- 
old suspicion that John never 
wrote any such thing. The three 
witnesses do not appear in the 
manuscripts until the 12th cen- 
tury, and even at that com- 
paratively late date, the first 
appearance of the passage is 
as a marginal note to the main 
text. No New Testament ear- 
lier than the 12th century con- 
tains the passage or anything 


tradicts no doctrine and is con- 
sidered to be genuine. | 
| 
i 


The Scofield Bible has a note 
on page 1069 admitting that the 


discovered, do not contain Mark 
16:9-20. However, the editors of 
the Scofield Bible point out that 
two writers, of the second and 
third centuries, Irenaeus and Hip- 
polytus, quoted from this section. 


The Gray and Adams Commen- 
tary, on page 281, points out how 
abruptly) Mark’s gospel would end 
without the last twelve verses and 
that the Vatican manuscript 
leaves a blank space for this sec- 
tion. This was not done at the end 


tioned. It is pointed out that Je- 


of any other gospel. resembling it.” 


The Jack Shuler evangelistic team has con- 
revival campaign at Corpus 
Christi, Texas, under the auspices of the “Christ 
for Corpus Christi Committee,” composed of 16 
evangelical churches, representing 9 denominations. 
The services outgrew the Wynn Seale High School 


cluded a 3-weeks’ 


auditorium’s thousand seats the 


moved to De] Mar College auditorium where 2,100 
opera-type seats were not enough to accommodate 
the crowds. The meetings closed when no larger 
meeting place in the city was available and when 
hundreds were being turned away from the College 
Auditorium. An invitation has gone to Dr. Shuler, 
extended by the committee, to return to Corpus 
Christi when the Cotton Compress, able to accom- 
modate 10,000 can be emptied of its present stor- 


age and prepared for the services, 


There were 486 recorded decisions for Christ 
during the 21 days, with hundreds more rededicat- 
ing their lives to Christ, family altars established, 
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high for reviva 
first week, and decades ago.” 

experiences of 
cooperation of t 
nations. It has 


ted revival effo 


% 


etc., according to Rev. Lowell O. Ryan, chairman of 
the campaign. He says: “The future of mass evan-| } 


gelism has been secured in this city by the Shuler 
team, whose methods and whose broad appeal to 
people both in and out of the churches set a new 


The chairman further adds: “One of the blessed 


denominationalism, is an impossible state for uni- 


was proof to the contrary. We saw God work in 
mighty spiritual awakening here. We saw the old- 
time gospel message draw people by the thousands 
nightly. We saw the Holy Spirit save hundreds 
of souls. We are convinced the same thing can 
happen throughout this state and every state where 
the conditions of His Word are unselfishly met.” 


This is certainly no remarkable 


revelation, as it has been known 
for centuries that I John 5:7 is 
probably a gloss. A marginal note 
in many Bibles admits that it was 
probably inserted by a scribe copy- 
ing the Bible. But this in no way 
does any harm to the Christian 


| doctrine of the Trinity. At the 


baptism of Jesus, God the Father 
spoke from Heaven, the Holy 
Spirit descended like a dove and 
came to rest on Jesus. Later Jesus 
taught His disciples that He was 
sent from the Father and that He 
would later send the Holy Spirit 
as the Comforter. 

Therefore when author Spence 
declares, “Another discrepancy on 
which much Christian doctrine is 


(Continued on page 7) 
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rest upon the Bible. 


published.’’ 


Dr. V. Raymond Edman, 
Wheaton College, ‘‘A thoughtful, 
and 

| made by 


| the position of the Federal 
Churches.’’ 
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lism since Billy Sunday was here Editor. 


the campaign was the brotherly 
he various pastors of many denomi- 
been said that Texas, because of 


| before coming to the conclusion 


dist Union.’’ 


rts, but the Corpus Christi revival 
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Present Day Methodism 


and the Bible 


By Newton C. Conant 


Fhis book proves, soberly, kindly, but honestly, that the out- | 
standing leaders of the Methodist Church do not believe in an 
inspired, inerrant Bible, nor in the great doctrines of the faith which | 


REVIEWERS RECOMMEND 


IAPTERS: 

Christian Beacon says, ‘“*... Exposing i. oe eee of the Scrip | 

in a most careful, accurate, and devas- 9 Motrhedist Leade-s Deny the I 

tating manner the modernism which has " Enentration of the O84 Teste Et 

captured the Methodist Church in the papa rt pets 
United States. Nothing as detailed and) = 4 ryettogict Leaders Deny the 


so completely convincing has yet been 


President 
kind, 
yet firm statement for the faith 
one who has had to make 
clear statement of the faith. The author 
presents candidly and concisely the po- 
sition of present-day Methodist leaders 6. 
) on the inspiration of the Scriptures, the 
great doctrines of the Christian faith, and 7: 
Council of 


Evangelist William H. Rice, Associate 
THE SWORD OF THE Lorp, 
earnestly appeal to you to read this book 


there should be unity rather than di- 
| vision in the ranks of the greater Methe- 
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Inspiration of the New Testa- | 
ment 

4. Methodist Leaders Deny Prac- [ 
tically Every Fundamental 
Doctrine of the Historic 
Christian Faith 

Present Day 
Methodist Leaders: The So- 
cial Gospel 

Present Day Emphasis: The 
Trend to Roman Catholicism | 


a 5. Emphasis of 


Present Day Emphasis: The 
Federal Council 
8. Stay in or Come out? 


“t 107 pages of serious, } 
ook heart-searching truth, | 
paper binding, i 


only 
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Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
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Pastor Calvary Bible Protestant Church, Camden, New Jersey 
By Newton C. Conant 


THE PRESENT DAY EMPHASIS ON METHODIST 
LEADERS 


Chapter 5 
THE SOCIAL GOSPEL 


It may properly be asked, “If the Methodist Church has 
been gradually departing from the great foundation truths 
of the Seriptures, where is the emphasis now being laid ?” 
It is not difficult to see that increasingly the stress is being 
laid upon the socalled social gospel. This social gospel is not 
the gospel of the grace of God but is clearly ‘another gospel. 63 
As such it is under the curse of God (Gal. 1:9). “As we have 


Newton C. Conant 


Church are not preaching the gos- | 
pel of the grace of God but are) 
preaching the so-called social gos- | 
pel. The aim of the social] gospel | 
is not to save the souls of poor | 
lost sinners. To quote the cover 
page of the September 17, 1936, 
Christian Advocate, the aim of the 
social gospel is ‘the task of mak- 
ing a new world, of creating 


Many leaders of the Methodist | 
} 


gospel unto you than that we have received, let him be ac- 
cursed.” The gospel of the grace of God is cles irly set forth 
for us in I Corinthians 15:3,4, “How that Christ died for our 


through whatever struggle might 
sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and | 5 E 


that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.” 
Paul declared, ‘Woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!” 
(I Cor. 9 9:16). 


social gospel is in this statement. 


ibe required more just controls of | 
social power.” The fallacy of the) 


The Methodist Church aims to _paign closes April 1. All subscrip- 
Prepare its constituency for the | tions must be in the mail post- 


change in preaching emphasis. In| 
| the November 13, 1941, issue of! 


| 


marked not later than midnight, 
April 1. The time is short. We are 


‘the Christian Advocate the leading | depending on the friends of the 


article is entitled, “Preach 


the complaint that Methodist 
preachers are not preaching the 
Word. The charge is frequently 
made that they have departed, 
in large numbers from the ‘faith | 
once delivered to the saints’.... 
But as we have observed the 
case, the word of Christ is being 
preached from the thousands 
of pulpits without being recog- 
nized. There are these, for 
stance, who do not believe 
are listening to ‘the Word’ un- 
less they are hearing old and 
familiar phrases to which they 
are accustomed... To some peo- 
ple it sounds 
such matters as profits, 
economic trends, and social forc- 
discussed from the 


they 


Strange to 


VA aves, 
es 


talks 
hear 


about economics, but to 


the Word.’ ” 

The writer 
“these things 
a preacher is to be sincere and) 


goes on to say that 


It places no emphasis upon the re- | preach the ‘pure gospel’.” 


Bob PIERCE 
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“The Most Unique Missionary 
Film of all Time.” 


DOCUMENTARY and DRAMA 


FILMED IN THE VERY HEART OF KOREA 


SEQUEL TO "38th PARALLEL” 
First hand record of drama, tragedy, horror, 


and pathos that is Korea today. 
The story of how this conflict entered the 


lives of one American family. 
featuring GEORGIA LEE - BOB CLARK ~- EVA PEARSON 
MUSICAL SCORE AND ARRANGEMENT BY RALPH CARMICHARL 


, i. * in GLORIOUS SOUND-COLOR * cecnsoMMissio, 


; FILM =PRODUCTIO 
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PRODUCTION FILMED BY AMERICA’S FOREMOST MISSIONARY AMBASSADOR 


Frank C. Phillips 
P. O, Box 151 
Portland, Oregon 
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hear | 


pulpit. | 
‘We do not go to church to hear | 


must be discussed If | 


ing 


the | Lord, Bible believers, to do their 
Word.” The readers are told that’ | ipart. 


“From various quarters comes | today. 


In Jesus’ name subscribe 
Renew your own subscrip- 
tion as far as possible and then 
send a list of others. 


The shift from the gospel of the 
grace of God to the social] gospel 
is seen clearly in the following 
quotation: 


“Was Amos unreasonable? 


“It may not seem so to us, 
but to the peop! e of the East it 
was revolutionary doctrine. It 
was as Startling as if Amos 
Should appear among us and 
Say, “Your fine churches, vour 
revival meetings, your mission- 
ary programs, and all your lav- 
ish services mean nothing to 
God. Nothing whatever! If you 
Want to win his favor, then 
abolish your slums, stop your 
Wars, readjust your wage scales, 


clean up your theaters, and put 


an end to racia) discrimination!” 
Know Your Bible Series, No. 2, 
31. 


Imagine the prophet Amos mak- 
such a statement! Are we to 


‘understand that God is not inter- 


— = 


ested in revivals and missions, but 
rather in the social gospel as out- 
'jined in the above paragraph? Lis- 
|ten to Paul as he declares, “For 
I determined not to know any- 
thing among -yYou, save Jesus 
Christ and him crucified” (1 Cor. 
2:2). 

In the Episcopal Address which 
represents the opinion of all the 
bishops of the Methodist Church, 
we find the following statement: 

“I know this sounds like 
strange doctrine, but Jesus said, 

‘Go ye into all the world and 

preach the gospel to all the 

creatures in need of salvation.’ 

The kingdom of God cannot 

come on earth if we tolerate 

starvation, hunger, disease, di- 

lapidated tenements, contagions, 

epidemics, exploitations, and de- 

| preciation of the human soul.” 

Episcopal Address, General 
Conference, 1948. 

Here it is clearly taught 
! bringing the kingdom of 
earth ymething man is to do, 
'and the kingdom will come 
| While man tolerates certain social 
| Ce nditions. social gos- 
| pel now preached from many pul- 
|pits. We believe, however, it is 
I the prime duty church to 
| preach salvation sinners 
ithrough the blood of Christ. The 
lchurch must not get sidetracked 
'from its central message if it is 
to be a power for God in the world. 


The Methodist Federation for 
Social Action 

This organization has been very 
active in permeating the Metho- 
dist Church with the socia! gospel. 
Bishop Francis J. McConnell was 
president from 1912 to 1944. He 
was succeeded by Bishop Lewis 
O. Hartman who served until 1947. 
The present le ader is Bishop Rob- 
ert N. Brooks. This is an unol- 
ficial body whieh claims the en- 
dorsement of the General Confer- 
ence. In 1932 the General Confer- 
ence said, ““‘The Methodist Federa- 
tion for Social Service (change in 
name adopted in 1946) is con- 
tinuing to do an invaluable work 
through its publications and other 
activities ... therefore we hearti- 
ly approve and endorse its con- 
tinuance.” The General Confer- 
ence of 1944 said, “For three de- 
cades the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action (unofficial) has pio- 
neered...It has a history of 
achievement of which the church 
is proud. The work must be Ccar- 
ried forward by some effective 
method.” 

Rev. Jack R. 


——— 
—~ 


that 
God on 
Is Sé 
ever 


This is the 


of the 


to lost 


McMichael, Exe- 
cutive Director, claims that more 
than 20 Methodist bishops, 5,571 
pastors, church men and church 
women are members of the Metho- 
dist Federation for Social Action. 

This Federation is enthusiasti- 
cally endorsed by many leaders 
of the Methodist Church. A few 
are quoted from a recently pub- 
lished pamphlet: 


(Continued on page 8) 
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1. Mr. & Mrs. Fred Hawkins, Springfield, Missouri 


2. Mrs. M. E. Arbuthnot, Springfield, Colorado 


3. Mr. & Mrs. Walter E. Handford, Jr., Wheaton, Illinois 


4. Miss Viola Walden, Wheaton, Illinois 


5. Miss Eva Niles, Wheaton, Illinois 


. Mr. & Mrs. Harold Sanderson, Wheaton, Lllinois 


. Rev. & Mrs. Ralph Mucher, Castile, New York 


6 
7 
8. Dr. & Mrs. John R. Rice, Wheaton, Illinois 
9 


. Mr. John C, Perry, St. John, N. B., Canada 


. Mr. & Mrs. C. A. Barge, Ethel, 


. Mr. G. H. Willms, Newton, Kansas 
. Mr. & Mrs. Ray Cutchin, Portsmouth, Virginia 


. Mr. & Mrs. M. E. Floyd, Rayne, Louisiana 


. Evangelist Paul Raker, Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
. Mr. & Mrs. Jim Norton, Pickford, Michigan 

. Mr. J. Lee Johnson, Fuquay Springs, North Carolina 

. Mr. & Mrs. J. Allen MacMullen, Wheaton, Illinois 

. Mrs. Mary F.. Whitecotton, Los Angeles, California 

. Mr. & Mrs. Wilbur Williamson, Woodlyn, Pennsylvania 


. Mrs. A. C. Pethtel, Waynesburg; Pennsylvania 


Mississippi 


. Mr. Edgar Strom, Beulah, North Dakota 


Harnesses 


and Horses 


Pee 
* Safe we, 


te ete eee. 
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‘from a set of harness. 


Let us observe first that THE 
HARNESS SPEAKS OF DEATH. 
Some animal died that its skin 
might be taken and made up into 
this set of harness. Death is essen- 
tial for service. The Christian who 
will not die daily is usually of lit- 
tle service to his Lord. It is those 
who are dead to the world who 
are alive unto God and who carry 
out His purposes and plans. 

HARNESS SPEAKS OF IN- 
TELLIGENCE. Everyone cannot 
make a set of harness, The maker 
must understand what he is doing, 
must understand the different parts, 
must know the purpose for which 
it is used, must know how strong 


is required. All of this speaks of 
an intelligent mind working to pro- 
duce the harness. Again we are 
reminded that all the works of 
God tell us that there is an intelli- 
gent God, a Mind that is actively 
at work in contriving and devising 
blessings for man and beast. Only 
|'God can make leather, man cannot 
| produce it, Only God can make an 
animal with a waterproof skin. 
How unhappy a situation would 
‘arise if the horse should absorb 


‘the rain and drown while grazing 


All the above have given 100 subscriptions or more, ranging up|in the pasture. The skins of ani- 
to 999 subscriptions by one couple. Remember, 100 subscriptions to | mals as well as the skins of fruits 


THE SworD oF THE LorD at the present special campaign rate costs | 


and vegetables are waterproof, 
made so by the Lord. If it were 


only $101! Send $2.00 for the first one-year subscription, $1.00 per! not so, we could never take a bath, 
yearly subscription for all others sént at the same time. This offer |W¢ would drown in the bath tub. 


is good for both renewal and new subscriptions. Mark each subscrip- 
tion plainly “Renewal” if it is. To Canadian and foreign subscriptions 
add 50c per year. The offer closes April 1, but churches can arrange 
to pay monthly or quarterly if the whole membership is involved. 


Address THE SWORD OF THE LORD, Wheaton, III. 


In my last statement, I told 
you in so many words that we 
are still planning to reach our 
goal of $1,000,000 for the Stu- 
dent Loan Endowment Fund, 
but while we are raising the 
$300,000 that we lack of reach- 
ing the million dollars, we are 
going to divide 50-50 all money 
that is sent in to the Stu- 
dent Loan Endowment Fund. 
We will put half of the money 
into a missionary fund to get 
the Gospel into all parts of 
the world. We are going to use 
the 50 per cent that we are set- 
ting aside for the completion 
of the Student Loan Endow- 
ment Fund to train mission- 
aries and ministers of the Gos- 
pel who are not able to pay 
their expenses in full. It may (or 
may not) take us a little longer 
to reach the Student Loan 
Endowment Fund; but while 
we are raising it, we will al- 
so be spending money to get 
the Gospel out. On Sunday, 
February 17, we raised at our 
services on Bob Jones Univer- 
sity campus for the Student 
Loan Endowment Fund $51 
more than we got the Sunday 
before, and remember that was 
just 50 per cent of the amount 
we raised that day. This is be- 
ing dictated on February 26. 
Last week there came into the 
University treasury through 
the mail $336 more for the 
Student Loan Endowment Fund 
than we got the week before. 
This would seem to _ indicate 
that the Lord has approved 
very definitely of what we 
felt He was leading us to do. 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


My friends, I know in this 
day and time that there are 
hundreds of appeals being made 
to God’s people, and every- 
body who makes an appeal 
has a sort of feeling that his 


work is the most important 
cause. I would, however, like 
to tell you out of my heart 


that I do not believe that you 
have ever had an opportunity 
to invest some of God’s money 
where you can get greater 
returns for time and eternity 
on the investment than you 
can if you will contribute to 
this fund. Now, as a matter 
of fact, every cent received 
for the Student Loan Endow- 
ment Fund from now on will 
really be missionary money. 
It will either be put into the 
missionary field directly with 
no overhead connected with 
it, or it will be used to train 
young men and young women 
here at Bob Jones University 
to be preachers at home or 
missionaries abroad. We have 
notified all of our regular do- 
nors about the plan, and we 
are confident they will wish 
to help us more this year 
than possibly ever before. We 
are appealing to you people 
who know about Bob Jones 
University and its work and 
its testimony to help us to the 


4imit of your ability to do this 


job for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Thank you and God bless you. 

Please keep praying for us. 
BOB JONES, Founder 
Bob Jones Universiy 
Greenville, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 


HARNESS SPEAKS OF SERV- 
ICE. No one purchases or even 
makes a set of harness just for 
an ornament. The harness is not 
hung up in the parlor for a thing 
be beauty and a joy to the eyes. 
Harness is made in order that the 


| horse may be utilized for the bless- 


ing of man, The breast strap is 
there that the horse may pull, the 
| holdback strap is there that the 
-horse may retard the progress of 
‘the vehicle. The harness is made 
of a certain weight when used with 
'the buggy but it is made much 
'stronger when used at the plow. 
‘It is quite so in Christian service. 
‘Our Lord enables some to do the 
| pioneering work of the gospel where 
‘strong men are needed, men and 
women of endurance, of vigor, of 


vision. Others are chosen to do 
the easier work at home; there 
is not so much strain, there 


ithe path is lighter, the work is 
‘more easily done, the conditions 
are more propitious. 

THE HARNESS MUST HAVE 
IN ITS DESIGN a provision for 
comfort, else it will pinch or bind 
‘or rub and produce distress, pain 
|and soreness. The collar must be 
'made wide, large and soft; the 
‘girth must be made wide that it 
may be more comfortable; the hal- 
ter must be made to fit over the 
ears and around the mouth with- 
out binding or injuring. The bit 
must be made smooth so that it 
may not hurt the mouth of the 
horse. Our Lord has said to His 
people, “My yoke is easy, my bur- 
den is light.” He too fits His serv- 
ice to the Christian in ways that 
are comfortable so that the servant 
of God may say, “The lines are 
fallen unto me in pleasant places” 
(Psa. 16:6). 

THE HARNESS MAY ALSO 
SPEAK OF BEAUTY. It may be 
dressed up with brass rings or rings 
of bone and celluloid. Sometimes 
beautiful jewels of colored glass 
adorn the harness at prominent 
places. The buckles may be very 
fancy and larger than is really nec- 


it should be, must know what size | 


Jeremiah 46:4 


The above words were spoken by the Lord to Jeremiah 
and therefore are fraught with meaning which will surely 
be rich to our souls. Farmers and teamsters will be especially 
interested in some of the peculiar lessons which we may learn 


essary just to add to the beauty. 
Chains of rings with attractive tas- 
sels sometimes adorn the harness 
of an exceptionally beautiful team. 
Particularly is that so when the 
horses are on exhibition. All is not 
drab in the service of our King. 
He makes it most attractive for 
those who will permit Him to do 
so. The flowers and fruits of suc- 
cessful service are most delightful. 
What greater joy can there be than 
that of serving with profit so that 
hungry hearts are melted with the 
mercy of the Master. 

HARNESS SPEAKS OF FIT- 
NESS for it must be made to fit. 
‘The Shetland pony cannot wear 
the same harness as that which is 
‘required by the larger draft horse. 
‘Horses are of different sizes and 
require harness of different sizes. 
The wise farmer will not put a 
large harness on a small horse nor 
'a small harness on a large horse. 
‘Saul placed upon David his huge 
armor, but Saul was a giant and 
‘David was a lad of small stature. 
‘The armor could not fit the little 
boy. It was a beautiful armor, no 
doubt it bore the insignia of the 
king; perhaps it was beautifully en- 
graved and decorated; nodoubt it 
was made of the best steel available 
or made of brass, Nothing finer or 
better would be found in all the 
land, but it did not fit. We read 
that “David assayed to go.” Of 


course he could not go. The Lord. 


never expects us to fight in the 
armor of another. He will provide 
leach one of us with a harness for 
|'the battle, harness that will fit our- 
| selves. He knows the size of our 
‘hearts and the dimensions of our 
‘heads; He knows our minds and 
'is well acquainted with our ability. 
|He will give each one the harness 
'for His service which is best fitted 
ito his needs. 

| BY MEANS OF THE HAR- 
NESS THE HORSE IS’ EN- 
'ABLED both to go and to stop. 
|_There are times when he should go 
‘ahead but there are other times 
when he should stand still. The 
harness is made so that he can do 
both. It must be so in our own 
lives. There are times to go and 
times to stay; there are times to 
pull and there are times to 
hold back. If God has equipped 
us for His service, we shall be 
able to do both successfully. 


It may be that THE HARNESS 
HAS UPON IT a part which is 
called THE KICKING STRAP. 
This is mecessary because the horse 
is prone to kick with its hind legs 
and the strap is so adjusted that 
the horse cannot raise its hips to 
kick. How sad it is when we see 
a Christian upon whom God has 


to put a kicking strap! Sometimes 
a saint of God becomes a chronic 
kicker, he complains about every- 
thing in the church and out of it. 
He is displeased with the pulpit 
and the pews; the music aggravates 
him and the ushers annoy him. 
He doesn’t like the hymn books 
nor the song leader; the pianist 
plays too loudly and the preacher 
talks too fast. This friend needs 
a kicking strap to hold him down 
and make him work. No horse can 
kick and pull at the same time. 
When he is kicking, he is not pull- 
ing; and when he is pulling, he is 
not kicking. 

We have noticed that SOME 
HARNESS is made with BLIND- 
ERS AT THE EYES. These serve 
the purpose of preventing the horse 
from seeing the driver. No Chris- 
tian should have blinders on his 
harness, The Holy Spirit is the 
Driver of the believer and we 
should keep our eyes upon Him 
constantly, we should be sensitive 
to His will and respond immediate- 
ly to His touch. We should ascer- 
tain His purpose and plans and 
lend ourselves readily and willingly 
to them. 


NO HARNESS would be COM- 
PLETE without TWO LINES. 
These are for the driver; by means 
of these, the rest of the harness 
serves its best purpose. The lines 
enable the driver to communicate 
his mind and will to the horse. In 
the Christian’s harness, the lines 
represent the Old and New Testa- 
ments. They are in the hands of 
the Holy Spirit, by means of these 
He guides and directs us in the 
paths that please Him. Through 
these we learn the will of the One 
upon the seat of the carriage; by 


(Continued on page 11) 


Now—with the New 
Schulmerich ‘‘ChimeAtron,” 
dreams of wonderful chime 
effects with your church’s 
musical offerings can come true. 
Large or small, rich or poor, 
every church—your church— 
can afford appealing chimes. 


Schulmerich’s “ChimeAtron” 

@ Hos a 25-note scale, G to G, suitable for 
melody and harmony. 

@ Plays from organ keyboard or its own. 

@ Serves as tower chimes, 


@ Combines with Schulmerich’s 
devices. 


@ Has remote control, button operation. 
@ Is the lowest-priced instrument of its type. 


automatic 


For complete information, write to: 
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50140 Carillon Hill, Sellersville, Pa. 
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new, fresh approach to better teaching 
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Noteworthy 


The third of the annual Bob 
Jones University series of Lectures 
on Evangelism was delivered at 
the university February 18-22 by 
Dr. William Ward Ayer, noted 
author, preacher, and evangelist. 


Dr. Ayer, for fourteen years 
pastor of the Calvary Baptist 
Church in New York and now 
channelling his efforts in radio 
evangelism, city-wide evangelis- 
tic campaigns and Bible confer- 
ences, was heard by the three 
thousand members of the _ uni- 
versity student body and faculty 
twice each day. 


The Bob Jones University Lec- 
tures on Evangelism were estab- 
lished by Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., 
president of the university, to be 
in the field of evangelism what 
the Lyman Beecher Lectures on 
Preaching at Yale University have 
been for many—years. His plan is 
to have each year a discussion 
of a different phase of evangel- 
ism by a different authority. 


The first of the annual series 
of Lectures was delivered in 1950 
by Dr. John R. Rice and the sec- 
ond was given last year by Dr. 
Paul Rees. Published as Volumes 
I and II of the Bob Jones Uni- 
versity Lectures on Evangelism, 
their lectures were titled “We 
Can Have Revival Now” and 
“The Decline and Recovery of 
Evangelism.” The lectures by Dr. 
Ayer will be published as Volume 
III and will deal with the subject 
of the local church and evangel- 
ism. 
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Speakers for the annual Bob 
Jones University Bible Conference 


ACCORDIONS 


~PAMOUS ITALIAN MAKES 
Available to Students, Teachers, Christian 
Workers and Missionaries at 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 
Write Today for FREE Literature 


CHICAGO ACCORDION CENTER, Inc. 
Dept. SL,754 N. Damen Ave., Chicago 22, III. 
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have been announced by Dr. Bob 
Jones, Jr., president of the uni- 
versity. They will include Dr. 
Paul S. James, pastor of the 
Baptist Tabernacle, Atlanta, Ga.; 
Dr. John H. McComb, pastor of 
the Broadway Presbyterian 
Church, New York City; Dr. 


James McGinlay, pastor of the 
Baptist Temple, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 


Dr. George McNeely, pastor of 
the Elizabeth Avenue’ Baptist 


Meeting House, Newark, N.. J.; 
and Dr. Walter Wilson, president 
of the Kansas City Bible College, 
Kansas City, Mo. The dates for 
the annual conference are March 
30 to April 6. Many visitors from 
distant cities are expected for 
the week, when the university 
students will set aside regular 
class work to attend the daily 
sessions of the Bible Conference. 


OFF You Go! 


Several thousand SWORD sub- 
scriptions have expired. Already 
they would have been dropped 
from the subscription list, but for 
the present subscription campaign. 
We preferred to give them a 
chance to renew during this cam- 
paign, and then after April 1 they 
will be dropped if their renewals 
have not come in. 

LOOK AT YOUR ADDRESS 
LABEL! It gives the expiration 
date, following your name. For ex- 
ample, 1-52 means your subscrip- 
tion expired in January and you 
are kept on only by grace until 
this campaign concludes, If 12-51 
follows your name, it means that 
your subscription expired in De- 
cember, but you are receiving ex- 
tra copies only during this cam- 
paign to enable you to renew. 
After April 1 OFF YOU GO! if 
you have not renewed. 


Send renewal today to Sword of 
the Lord, Wheaton, Illinios. $2 
the first year, $1 for each sub- 
scription thereafter if included in 
the same letter. 


‘*Look’’ Magazine Article 


(Continued from page 4) 


based concerns the Holy Trinity,” 
he is far off-base. The doctrine of 
the Trinity is not based on this 
verse in I John 5:7, as any minis- 
ter, including his own Bible-be- 
lieving father, could have told him. 


Is the Lord’s Prayer 
Authentic? 


The author of the Look maga- 
zine article next challenges the 
Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:9-15. 
He points out that the phrase, 
“For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen,” should be omitted. It may 
be that this phrase is not a part 
of what Jesus actually said, but 
the evidence isn’t all in yet. Ja- 
mieson, Fausset, and Brown's 
Commentary admits that this 
phrase is missing in some of the 
most ancient manuscripts. It goes 
on to show that it is found in the 
majority of manuscripts, though 
not the oldest. The Syriac versions 
including the Peshitta, dating be- 
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thorough study on getting answers to prayer. 

It has been strongly recommended by such publications as 
the Moody Monthly, the Sunday School Times, Christian Life, and 
Christian Herald and by evangelical leaders such as DR. H. A. 
IRONSIDE, DR. V. RAYMOND EDMAN, DR. ROBERT G. LEE, DR. 
HYMAN J. APPELMAN and DR. OSWALD J. SMITH. Get your order 
in today. Make a study for yourself of the doctrine of prayer. 21 
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tween 411 and 435 A. D., do con- 
tain this disputed phrase. 

What is our conclusion to be on 
this? Well, it could be authentic 
and we just don’t have enough 
evidence yet. On the other hand, 
it could be an insertion by a 
scribe. In this latter case the 
Lord's Prayer certainly isn’t under- 
mined merely by this small prob- 
lem. We will go on later to show 
how very small a percentage of 
the New Testament has any doubt 
at all upon its authenticity. 


The Adulteress Story 


The last problem which Hartze!] 
Spence raises in his Look maga- 
zine article concerns the account 
in John 7:53-8:11 of the woman 
taken in adultery and brought to 
Jesus. He pokes fun at the thou- 
sands of sermons which have been 
preached on this ‘obviously un- 
reliable passage.’ 

This is an “old chestnut” which 
has been roasted and eaten around 
the campfires of the Bible critics 
for years. However, any good cri- 
tical commentary on the Gospel! 
of John discusses the problem and 
it certainly is nothing newly dis- 
covered. The Jamieson, Fausset 
and Brown Commentary on page 
142 says: 

“The 
favor 


internal evidence in its 
is almost overpowering. 


It is easy to account for its 
omission [from some manu- 
scripts], though genuine; but 


if not so it is next to impossible 

to account for its insertion.” 

Halley’s Pocket Bible Handbook 
on page 398 points out that this 
portion is entirely consistent with 
Luke 7:36-50 and John 4:18 when 
Jesus dealt with other sinful wo- 
men, 


Dr. Merrill C. Tenney, head of 
the Wheaton College Graduate 
School of Theology, mentions the 
matter on page 138 of his book, 
John, the Gospel of Belief. 


“Even those who exclude it 
from the body of John on tex- 
tual grounds admit that its ten- 
or is wholly in keeping with the 
character and ministry of Jesus, 
and that it doubtless constitutes 
a genuine account of an episode 
of His career...” 


Dr. Tenney goes on to quote 
€. E. Hammond’s “Outlines” of 
Textual Criticism applied to the 
New Testament,” on page 138: 


“The style and contents, in- 
deed, in both of which it is ut- 
terly different from any of the 
narratives of the apocryphal 
gospels, convey an _ irresistible 
impression of genuineness; and 
it is probable that we have a 
piece of apostolic narrative, up- 
on which the consent of the 
universal Church has set the 
seal of canonicity.” 


In the well documented Scofield 
Bible a note by this section reads: 


“John 7:53-8:11 is not found 
in some of the most ancient 
manuscripts. Augustine declares 
that it was stricken from many 
copies of the sacred story be- 
cause of a prudish fear that it 
might teach immorality! But 
the immediate context 
46), beginning 


(vs. 12-| Bible, but seeks to find an excuse 


with Christ’s| 


How It Ha 


UNUSUAL TESTIMONIES ABOUT .<¥ 
SWORD LITERATURE cee 
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Here is the tender, heart-moving story of how a Japanese 
mess-boy was saved through reading a Japanese copy of 
What Must I Do to Be Saved? This letter is exactly as we 
received it. Although it was printed about a year and a half 
ago, we felt it to be so unusual that our friends would like 
to see it again. 

“I am very thankful to you because I was saved by you, that I 
can give you my testimony about the salvation of Christ. I was 
working occupation forces army camp mess hall as a mess boy. 
That time I knew him whose name, Set. . He was a Mess 
Sgt. I was serving him very sincerely about 5 months, when he haa 
girl friend. Then he need money for her. He told me, “Shall I lena 
money from you, about $200?” But I have not money about that 
much. Then I lent from my friend and my relative, so I got money 
from them. I lent to him. I believe him because he was a Christian, 
but he did betray of my friendship. 

“I wait money back from him; one month, two months, 
three months pass away, but he didn’t discharge to me, that at 
time he did dismiss me from camp. I couldn’t get in camp and meet 
to him ever. I tried many time get money back from him, but 
couldn't. Soon after he go back to America then I couldn’t take 
money from him for ever. But I must retrieve to my friend and my 
relative. I tried make money, but couldn’t. Then I cursed to him anda 
all people of America. I thought I could get way from sin by dying, 
that at time I hurt the feelings of my family. I was ran away from 
my home. I was looking for place to commit suicide. But God didn’t 
leave me to my fate, I thought, after I die, if I could stay my soul 
this world, my soul cursed him, I resent people of America at that 
time, God help me. 

“It was a tract, What Must I Do to Be Saved? I read it very 
carefully, earnestly and finally. I knew the love of God, and I 
also read that I was great sinner, After read this tract I called 
on Mr. Timothy Pietsch, whose name was written on the tract. I 
told him everything I had done. He told me about Christ. Very 
earnestly he led me to Christ. When I accepted Him in my heart I 
got happiness. Now I not curse Sgt.———~and people of America; 
on the contrary, I am very thankful to him because he did open @eor 
to the Lord God. Now I pray for him and his family. God bless - 
them. 

“Now I’m helping Mr. Pietsch. He go to country and small 
town, he have street meeting, then I should have public confession 
and I told audience about Christ Jesus and I say, ‘Please read this 
tract, What Must I Do to Be Saved? very carefully because I was 
saved by this tract,’ and I give tract to them. 

“I pray every night, Please, God bless you and your family. 

“Saburo Kondo 
“13th night September, 1950” 

We are sending to Mr. Saburo Kondo in Japan a certificate for 
$2.00 worth of Sword literature. 

Do you know 
SWORD OF THE 


of an exceptional case where God used either 
THE LORD or some of our books to win someone to 
Christ or rededicate his life to serve the Lord? Write up the details 
as carefully as possible and send them to 

Walter Handford 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Wheaton, Illinois 
If your story is chosen to be used in this column you will] re- 
ceive a certificate for $5.00 worth of the Sword of the Lord litera- 
ture. We are not expecting literary perfection, but honest reporting 
of facts that show how Sword literature wins souls. 


Possibly God has laid it upon your heart to help us send money 
to Japan for printing the Japanese edition of What Must I Do to Be 


Saved? If so, please send your gift along today. 


declaration, 


‘I am the light of 
the 


Look Magazine Article 


world,’ seems clearly to a 
have its occasion in the con- Un: cholarly 
viction wrought in the hearts} The statement, “A study of the 


of the Pharisees as recorded in 

verse 9; as, also, it explains the 

peculiar virulence of the Phar- 

isees’ words (v. 41.)” 

It seems, then, that this story 
of the adulteress brought to Jesus 


New Testament now in progress 
indicates that much of it—includ- 
ing portions we think of as the 
very heart of the Bible—was in- 
serted or changed over the cen- 


turies, either deliberately or b 
IS genuine and that further re- mistake.” is most dena 
search will support the conclu-| 7, fort this cometuaions :An shane 

, . s a el 


sions of these men we have just 
quoted. It makes a lot of differ- 
ence what kind of glasses you use 
to examine the Bible. Unbelievers, 
seeking to destroy the Bible, can- 
not help but misconstrue and be- 


lutely false, as any reputable Bi- 
ble scholar well knows. It shows 
a very basic disrespect for the 
scripture and reveals that the 
author’s purpose is to tear down, 
not to build up faith in the Bible. 


lieve the worst about the Bible. Dr. H.C. Thies aot 
Through the eveglasses of faith r. Hi. ©, Thiessen, in his very 


fine Introduction to the New Tes- 
fament, says on page 77: 
“It is sometimes asked, to 
what extent we may trust the ° 


we can see the Bible as God meant 
for us to see.it and believe it to 
be God’s Word. 

God tells us in I Corinthians 2: 


14: present critical text to be the 
Bo true text. From the reading of 
“But the natural man re-| these pages on textual criticism 
ceiveth not the things of the the student may easily get 
Spirit of God; for they are| an exaggerated impression of 
foolishness unto him: neither} of the proportion of the text 
can he know , 


them, because 
they are spiritually discerned.” 
The unregenerate heart does not 
want to know the truth about the 


that is still in doubt. It shoulda 
be emphasized, therefore, that 
concerning the great bulk of 
the werds in the New Testa- 
ment there is complete agree- 

(Continued on page 12) 


for its wickedness. 
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Present-Day Methodism 


(Continued from page 5) 
“The Methodist Federation for 


Social Action was never more 
needed than in the present 
crisis.”—Bishop James C. Baker. 


“The Federation must. go on 
under virile and courageous 
leadership. The years just ahead 
will present problems and issues 
in the social field such as the 
world in all its long history has 
never faced before. The church 
that confronts the new day with 
a vigorous social program based 
solidly on the teachings of Jesus 
will. command the future.” 
Bishop Lewis O. Hartman. 

“Let us join the thousands 
of others in the great challenge 
that is ours today through the 
channels of the Methodist Fed- 
eration.”—Mary McLeod Be- 
thune. 

“The Methodist Federation is 
everlasting at the task of trans- 
forming the prophets’ messages 
into the daily practice of men 

. Think of the task ahead and 
join the ranks of the marching 
hosts.’”—Bishop G. Bromley Ox- 
nam. 

“An active membership in the 
Methodist Federation is a must 
for every Methodist with con- 
cerns for achieving human rights 
for all people everywhere. The 
Federation provides guidance 
for action on crucial issues and 
gives a sense of urgency to the 
need. Every woman in the local 
church with interest in Chris- 
tian social relations will profit 
greatly by membership in the 
Federation.’’—-Miss Thelma Ste- 
vens. 

“Now, 
Methodist 


more than ever, the 

Federation is indis- 

pensable.”—Henry Hitt Crane. 

“The Methodist Federation 
has given itself to the task of 
raising questions, ethical and 
religious, concerning the social 
order, and has sought to keep 
‘before the mind and conscience 
of the church the impact of so- 
cial and economic conditions on 
‘human life, and the relation of 
‘the Christian gospel to the evils 

Iwhich thwart the development 
‘and expression of Christian per- 

sonality.”—Halford E. Luccock. 

“In these days of confused 
thinking and high pressure prop- 
aganda, it is imperative that 
church members do their best to 
get the facts in our controversial 
social issues. One of the agen- 
cies which is courageous and 
clear in its thinking is the Meth- 
odist Federation for Social Ac- 
tion. We need such an unfettered 

. spearhead of social advance.”— 

Dr. Ralph Sockman. 

This Federation published leaf- 
lets known as “Crisis Leaflets.” A 
reading of these Crisis Leaflets re- 
veals that they advocate a Social- 
Economic Plan similar to that of 
the Soviet Union, confiscation of 
private property, and stirring up 
of class hatreds and revolution. 
Crisis Leaflet No. 12 has this to 
Say: 

“You think that Social-Eco- 
nomic Planning means that you 
will be goose-stepped by a bur- 
eaucracy and bossed by a few 
experts. That’s an American idea, 
a queer one for a ‘land of free- 
dom.’ It’s here because the Amer- 

ican people have been run so 
long by the big bosses—their po- 
litical affairs by machine politi- 
cians, their economic -affairs by 
the money makers. They don’ 
do it that way in the one coun 
try that has big scale planmug, 
the Soviet Union.” 

Crisis Leaflet No. 9. 

“The only country that has a 
complete Social-Economic Plan 
is the Soviet Union.” 

Crisis Leaflet No. 11 deals with 
private property: 

“Are you afraid that under so- 
cial ownership you will lose your 
home? You will if it is a great 
estate and not a home.” 


Crisis Leaflet No. 
the following: 


“Did you ever stop to think 
how much of our privately- 
owned national plant was ever 

‘ paid. for, or ever worked for? 
How much was taken away from 
somebody else or from all of us 
by trickery, by fraud, by force— 

.the land, the timber, the min- 

. erals, the oil, the water power, 

. the inventions, the plant built 

, out of profits. To transfer this 

, part of our private property to 

national ownership would be res- 


16 contains 


toration not confiscation.” 

It may be easily seen how such 
propaganda as this can stir up the 
hatred of classes and form the 
basis of revolution. 
| In Crisis Leaflet No. 13 the fol- 
lowing appears under the heading 
of “Challenging the Enemy!” 

“It doesn’t take long to write 
transfer . . . from private prop- 
erty to social ownership. But 
start to do it! Then you run into 
laws that were made to stop 
you, Little laws about disorder- 
ly conduct and obstructing traf- 
fic. Big laws about taking prop- 
erty without reasonable compen- 
sation. Bigger laws about advo- 
cating the overthrow of govern- 
ment by force and violence. And 
behind these laws there are po- 
licemen, sheriffs, soldiers—with 
clubs, tear gas, machine guns. 
And behind them are judges who 
interpret laws and constitutions 
in terms of the property rights | 
of the people they’ve grown up 
with. And behind the judges are 
prisons and electric chairs. Yes, 
it’s a man’s job to challenge the 
profit system.” 

What could be more revolution- 
ary in content than that? 

After reading the above the read- 
er will not be surprised to learn 
that the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action was cited by the 
Committee on Un-American Activ- 
ities, U. S. House of Representa- 
tives, Washington, D. C. This Com- 
mittee published a leaflet “100 
Things You Should Know About 
Communism and Religion.” Ques- 
tion 92 is as follows: 


eration for Social Action? 

“A tool of the Communist 
party, denounced by numerous 
loyal American Methodists. It 
claims to speak for 17 Metho- 
dist bishops and 4,000 clerics and 
laymen. Not an official organi- 
zation.” 

Question 93 is: 

“Where is it located and what 
is it trying to do? 

“150 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
New York. Although strictly un- 
official as a ‘church organiza- 
tion,’ it is trying to use the pres- 
tige of the Methodist Church to 
promote the line of the Com- 
munist Party.” 


Bishop Ivan Lee Holt 


Bishop Holt is an outstanding 
Methodist Bishop who preaches the 
social gospel and who praises Rus- 
sia. The Daily Worker, the central 
organ of the Communist Party U. 
S. A. (Section of Communist In- 
ternational) prints on Jan. 7, 1936, 
in large headlines the following: 
“U.S S. R. Praised at Conference 


“What is the Methodist Fed- | 
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Subscription 
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Thousands of SWORD readers 
are now receiving this paper only 
so you may have the opportunity 
of the present subscription cam- 
paign. Your subscription expired 
in November, December, January 
or February perhaps. You were 
put back on the list as a favor. 
The campaign closes April 1. Your 
name will be dropped if your re- 
newal is not in. 


SEND RENEWAL SUBSCRIP- 
TION TODAY! $2 for one year, 
$3 for two years, $5 for four 
years. That means that after the 
first one-year subcription, each 
additional yearly subscription sent 
at the same time may be sent for 
$1 each. DON’T MISS THIS 
| BARGAIN. Write Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois, 


| | today. 


changed by the changing of the 


economic order, We may not like 


Here 


given 


See 


1. Mass Evangelism and De- 
featist Voices That De- 


is an answer to all 
those defeatisits who say we 
cannot have revival now: who 
say that the great apostasy is 
on. Here is an answer to ultra- 
dispensationalists. Here is true, 
fundamental, premillennial Bi- 
ble teaching showing that this 
gospel age is the age of re- 
vival, that the greatest revivals 
are yet to come, that God has 
infinite 
always make revival possible 
when His people meet 
requirements. 


CHAPTER TITLES 


Infinite Resources Freely 
Available for Soul Win- 


the lesson but it is there.” (p. 9) 

A reporter for the Christian Bea- 
con, after hearing Dr. E. Stanley 
Jones’ discourse in Philadelphia, 
Dec. 8, 1938, wrote concerning it: 


“Over and over again he de- 
nounced any social system based 
on ‘competition’ as a sin; with 
the same regularity he set forth 
a social system based upon what 
he called ‘co-operation’ as being 
the Kingdom of God on earth. 
Yet, as I watched the great 
crowd from the gallery, I could 
not help feeling that the multi- 
tudinous and dear Christian 
words and phrases that he em- 
ployed obscured from most of 
his listeners the fact that he was 
preaching Marxian socialism and 
doing it in the name of Chris- 
tianity. As I sat there, I could 
not help wondering what the 
large number of small business 
men and others employed in 
gainful labor would have thought 
had they realized that Dr. Jones 
is Campaigning to put them out, 
of business and to place their | 
work and lives under a govern- 


ment that would control them | 
down to their smallest details.” , 


Referring to Dr. Jones’ book, 
Victorious Living, the _ reporter 
said: “On page 180, he commits 


Nn 


..- And you will welcome this sound, com- 
pelling Bible teaching by Dr. 
D.D., widely known evangelist, scholar, author, and 
beloved editor of The Sword of the Lord. Here are three report 
books to help the pastor, Sunday school teacher and any earnest 
student of the Word of God. 


We Gan Have Revival Now! 


John R, Rice, 


resources that 


his 


himself, lock, stock, 
the philosophy of the totalitarian 
state.” And again he remarks: “Dr. 
Jones’ ‘cooperative society,’ his 
‘Kingdom of God’ for which he will 
‘bleed and, if necessary, die’ is a 
sticky mixture of Modernism and 
Marxianism.” 


The Annual Conferences 


The Methodist Protestant Re- 
corder of October 7, 1938 prints 
the following, which is a typical 
resolution adopted by many of the 
local Methodist Conferences: 

“The Social Service Commis- 
sion of the New Jersey Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church, which just held its an- 

nual session in Atlantic City, 

called upon the 300 ministers and 

80,000 members of the Confer- 

ence to interest themselves ag- 

gressively in the realm of eco- 
(Continued on page 9) 
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The Coming Kingdom of Christ 


An easy-to-understand, Scriptural, convincing, ex- 
haustive study of what God plans to do in the 
future with Palestine, 


of Methodists” (Memphis, Tenn., 
Jan. 6). 
Then the news article continues: 
“The Methodist Young Peo- 
ple’s Conference with five thou- 
sand delegates in attendance took 
a sharp turn to the left in its 
closing sessions. The Soviet Un- 
ion was highly praised by Dr. 
Ivan Lee Holt. Dr. Holt defended 
the Soviet Union from attack. He 
declared that the aim of the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat in 
Russia was the establishment of 
a better life. The Russian govern- 
ment does not propose to do this 
through exploiting someone else, 
but through raising the general 
level of all. It is difficult to find 
youth anywhere in this world 
more devoted to the cause of 
Christ than you'll find the youth 
of Russia to Stalin and his new 
social order.” 


Bishop Holt warned the older | 


generation that “among the most 
of the youth of the world today 
there is a desire for a change... 
many preferring revolution. Youth 
is willing to die for a new order.” 


Dr. E. Stanley Jones 


Dr. E. Stanley Jones has written 
and spoken much in praise of the 
so-called social gospel. His aim is 
thus to bring the Kingdom of God 
to pass upon earth through the 
correction of our social system. 

Dr. Jones’ attack upon the cap- 
italistic system comes through his 
continual emphasis upon the new 
cooperative order and his distaste 
for what he calls “competition” and 
also “selfish competition” and the 
“profit motive.” 


In his book, The Choice Before 
Us, he states “Russia has taught 
us that the individual can be 


spair of Revival 


ning 


kingly line: and with all the saints. No speculation, 
no guess-work, but clear, honest Bible teaching. 
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President V. Raymond Edman of Wheaton Col- 
lege says, “A trumpet blast of encouragement and 
challenge! The hour for revival in America has 
struck, and this is the revival book of the hour!” 
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Twelve Tremendous Themes 


Twelve foundation chapters on great doctrines of 
the Bible, written with profound scholarship, deep 
devotion, and warm, simple teaching. Dr. Robert G. 
Lee, three-time president of 6 million Southern Bap- 
lists, wrote in the introduction to the book, “I com- 
mend it as a worthy book which will be profitable 
for all to possess.” 


Find here the answers to questions which have 
long perplexed you. Don’t miss the peace and 
blessing this book can give you. 177 large pages, 
cloth bound, now only —___--____________ $1.50 

(After April first, price will be $2.00) 
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these recent days have been written in defense of 
these truths, but we do not recall any that are 
more convincing than the present volume.” 


COL. REV. F. J. MILES. D.S.O., D.D. says 


“It is 


the greatest collation of Scripture on its theme 
since John Wilkinson issued ‘Israel My Glory’ over 
half a century ago.” 


CHAPTER TITLES: 


1. 


Blessings in the Study 


of Prophecy. 


Israel to Be Restored 


Forever. 


2. God's Covenant with 6. Jesus to Be King of the 
Abraham: His Seed to Jews on David’s Throne. 
Possess Canaan Forever. 7. The Kingdom Postponed 

3. Israel to Be Restored as Until the King Returns. 
a Nation. 8. The Kingdom of Christ 

4. When Will Israel Be Re- on Earth Is Yet Future. 
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nomic relations, Political bds- 
sism was deplored, the further 
extension and application of the 
Civil Service in place of party 
favoritism was demanded, and 
members were urged to ‘keep a 
careful watch upon local and 
state governments for the pur- 
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pose of resisting any effort. to- 
ward abridgement of civil liber- 
ties.. The report recommended 
that ‘lay and ministerial leaders 
seek to become more adequately 
informed about the major issues 
at stake in matters of industrial 
difficulty today, particularly to 
issues of employer-employee re- 
lationships,’ and advised careful 
consideration of ‘the possible 
value of further extension of so- 
cial ownership.’ Democracy was 
recognized as ‘an inevitable and 
necessary expression of the 
Christian philosophy of life’ and 
the finality of Christian con- 
science as ‘the only guarantee of 
a safe course for a free people.’ ” 


The Social Gospel and 
Methodist Youth 


The editor of the Christian Ad- 
vOcate reports a gathering of the 
National Council of Methodist 
Youth held at Berea, Kentucky, in 
September, 1936. This conference, 
comprising the cream of Methodist 
Youth leadership, was attended by 
more than 600 delegates. Only 
those between the ages of seven- 
teen and twenty-five were permit- 
ted to vote. Among the various 
items of business was a report by 
the Evangelistic Committee. When 
this report was presented there was 
stricken from it Scripture which 
contained the heart of the gospel. 
I quote from the editor’s article in 
the Christian Advocate of Septem- 
ber 17, 1936: 


“Another regrettable action of 
the conference was its negative 
vote upon the truth of the atone- 
ment in Christ’s cross and upon 
the glory of His resurrection tri- 
umph, The majority in this in- 
stance was not as extreme but 
it was substantial. They voted 
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to erase from their evangelistic 
report this quotation from the 


New Testament: ‘That Christ 
died for our sins ... and that 
He arose again’ (I Cor. 15:3) 


to be the living center of our 
faith and trust.” They substi- 
tuted for these words a vague 
statement about Jesus having re- 
vealed to men the love of God, 
which carefully excluded any 
reference to redemption or to the 
resurrection. 


“The speaker who moved thus 
to amend was hostile both to 
the idea of Christ’s redemptive 
cross and also to that of His 
resurrection . We must not, 
however blame our young people 
that they do not have a grasp 
upon these glorious truths. The 
blame lies behind them in the 
inadequacy of the instructions 
they have received.” 

The above action by the cream 
of Methodist youth makes the 
heart heavy when it is realized 
that they have rejected the only 
way of salvation. What is left for 
them when they reject the gospel? 

The whole emphasis of this con- 
ference seemed to be summed up 
in the attitude of Miss Pearl Wei- 
ler of the Kentucky Council of 
Methodist Youth. I quote from the 
Advocate: 

“In somewhat more _ serious 
tone she called attention to the 
fact that Kentucky was a very 
religious state and many, many 
revivals were held during the 
summer months in which not so 
much was heard of the social 
gospel. She expressed gratitude 
to the Council for providing an 
opportunity to hear more of the 
social gospel.” 

What a tragic situation—to see 
these young people reject the gos- 
ple of the grace of God and wel- 
come the so-called social gospel! 

On the front page of the same 
Advocate we find the picture of a 
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young man and a young woman, 
arm in arm with determined faces 
and clenched fists. Beneath the pic- 
ture is this quotation: 

“Young people at Berea, fac- 
ing the task of making a new 
world of creating through what- 
ever struggle might be required, 
more just controls of social pow- 
aa pes 
Oh, that these young people 

would be determined to preach Je- 


sus Christ and Him crucified! (I 
Cor. 2:2). Making a new world 


through the remedying of social 
ills is not the mission of a born- 
again believer in Christ. May God 
help Methodist young folks! 


The Methodist Youth Fellowship 
is now the young people’s organi- 
zation in the Methodist Church. 
This new group came into being 
in 1940. It is simply heart break- 
ing to see the emphasis on the so- 
cial gospel becoming even more 
emphatic. We quote from two arti- 
cles reporting the National Confer- 
ence held August 24-30, 1945, on 
the campus of Adrian College, 
Michigan. 

“The National Conference of 
the Methodist Youth Fellowship 
has come of age, though it is 
still only five years old... 

“Secretary Harold E. Bremer 
reported on his year’s work. He 
called attention to the conflict 
between anti-democratic and de- 
mocratic forces in the world, and 
the need for a revitalized democ- 
racy within our economic, so- 
cial and political structures. 


“The conference expressed its 
opposition to compulsory peace- 
time conscription when it adopt- 
ed a resolution presented by the 
Committee on Political Action of 
which James Erwin, Evanston, 
Il]l.,was chairman.Representation 
before the House and Senate 
Military Affairs Committees was 
requested if hearings on any bill 
are held. This resolution followed 
policy established by previous 
sessions of the conference . 


“A report of the Committee on 
Labor, presented by Sam. S. 
Barefield, . Jackson, Miss., te- 
quested a work camp set up by 
the National Conference ‘specific- 
ally devoted to the study of the 
labor movement and work with 
labor groups.’ There was also a 
request that ‘more emphasis be 
included on labor problems and 
trade unions in the materials 
published by the boards of the 
Methodist Church, especially the 
church-school materials issued 
by the Board of Education.’” 
Neyland Hester, 

“Youth in Fellowship” 
Christian Advocate, Sept. 13, 
1945. 

“This month I take you to 
the National Conference of the 
Methodist Youth Fellowship, 
which convened for seven un- 
forgettable days, August 24-30 


in the recently renewed build- 
ings of old Adrian College. 
‘“Adrian’s keynote was sound- 
ed by Rev. Harold Bremer, 
secretary of the National Con- 
ference, who deemed it ‘entire=- 
ly fitting that youth should 
have a voice in the determina- 
tion of the economic, social and 
political policies of our nation’ 


“The National Conference 
voted to sponsor four work 
camps in 1946, with oneef 


them devoted specially to a 
study of the labor movement. 

“The Committee on Labor 
Relations presented a compre- 
hensive report that seemed to 
be directly related with cur- 
rent newspaper headlines, 
‘Methodist youth, as followers 
of Jesus,’ it said, ‘are commit- 
ted to the idea of securing a- 
bundant life for every man, 
Since the labor movement and 
Christianity basically seek this 
common goal, we believe there 
should be a more co-operative 
relationship between Church 
and Labor.’ 

“Among the specific sugges- 


tions were these: study the 
problems, write congressmen, 
encourage forums to discuss 


improving labor relations, boy- 

cott and picket in case of un- 

fair labor practices, become 

responsible members of unions 
? 


T. Otto Nall, 

Christian Advocate, 

1945. 

It is becoming increasingly ap- 
parent that among the future 
Jeaders of the Methodist Church 
the social gospel is the message 
being stressed. As recommended, 
this false gospel is being given 
much prominence in Methodist 
Church school materials. The a- 
bundant life seems to them to be 
improved external conditions, 
whereas it is clear from John 10:- 
10,11 that the abundant life is the 
life of Christ in those who know 
Him as Saviour and Lord. 


Methodist Church and Labor 
Unions 

The Methodist Church is very 
definitely seeking some alignment 
or some ‘understanding or stron- 
ger working basis with the labor 
unions in order to bring about the 
“false vision” of the Kingdom of 
God on earth. The Southern Meth- 
odist Layman for July, 1944, calls 
attention to a strange act of the 
General Conference of the Meth- 
odist Church. 

“Very little has been said a- 
bout it but the recent General 
Conference of the partly merg- 
ed Methodist Church adopted a 
report from its Committee on 
Evangelism which orders that a 
‘fraternal delegate be sent to 


(Continued on page 11) 
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The Trees 


(Continued from page 1) 


They had never seen decayed 
fruit or a withered leaf or a 
faded flower, for these are only 
manifestations of death, death in 
the natural world, and these were 
not here until death came as a 
result of sin. 

But one day Mother Eve looked 
into the silent face of her own 
son)’ when that son had been 
murdered by his brother; and as 
the mother looked at the face that 
could not speak back to her and 
acknowledge her voice and her 
caress, and felt the first pang of 
parting from her boy, she knew 
for the first time what death 
was, and she knew what mothers 
were to experience over and over 
again in the passing of the cen- 
turies since then—the awful sor- 
row of separation occasioned by 
death. From that day to the pres- 
ent moment, all through this 
period of -time until we get out 
to those latter chapters of the 
book of Revelation, when death 
and every other consequence of 
sin shall be banished, death has 
reigned. 


Access Given to the Tree 
of Life 


But when we come to the last 
chapters of the Bible, we find 
that man is given free access to 
the tree of life. Does this mean 
that God then has changed his 
mind—that the God who back 
there in the Garden of Eden said, 
“We must place sentinels at the 
entrance to the Garden lest they 
come back and partake of the 
fruit of the tree of life and live 
forever,’”—does it mean He has 
changed His mind in this mat- 
ter and has finally relented and 
now consents that man _ shall 
have access to the tree of life? 
Oh, no, God has not changed 
His mind. But in the midst of the 
circle of sin we call time, God 
has planted another tree and 
that is the tree to which the 
Apostle Peter refers in this verse: 
“Who his own self bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree.” The 
death of Jesus Christ on Calvary 
made possible God’s saying in the 
fullness of time, “Blessed are they 
that wash their robes, that they 
may have the right to come to 
the tree of life, and may enter 
in by the gates into the city.” 

It was Schopenhauer, the Ger- 
man philosopher, who said that 
the explanation given in the Bible 
concerning the fall of man is the 
most reasonable explanation of 
the condition:in which we find 
the human race. I quite agree 
with this statement by Schopen- 
hauer. Man is forced to the neces- 
sity of blaming God or himself 
for the condition in which human- 


of History 


ity finds itself today. If a man 
shall accept the theory of evolu- 
tion—any theory of evolution— 
then God who started the process 
going is responsible for all the 
sin and sorrow and sickness and 
disease and death the world knows 
anything about today. But if the 
Bible story is true (and I be- 
lieve it is) that God made a per- 
fect creation and then that He 
tested man, the highest in that 
creation, and allowed temptation 
to come in his direction, and that 
man failed under the temptation 
and failed in the testing, then 
God is not to blame for the sin 
that has come upon the human 
race, but man himself is to blame. 

I do not know why God placed 
upon man the strange power to 
choose. Man is the only lawless 
thing in all the universe, so far 
as we know, except the devil and 
his angels. The stars keep their 
courses because they can do no 
other. The rocks on the hillside 
are obedient to certain natural 
laws and so retain their place 
there, rather than fly off from 
the face of this- whirling earth in- 
to space. Every realm of the 
natural world follows the law of 
its realm and is obedient to its 
nature, but man is lawless. 

God placed before man in the 
beginning the possibility of be- 
ing obedient and walking with 
God, or of taking his own way, 
becoming disobedient, and enter- 
ing into rebellion against God. 
And man made the latter choice. 
God said, “Of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil thou 
shalt not eat; in the day thou 
eatest thereof, dying, thou shalt 
die.” And man made the fatal 
decision. 

There is the intimation in this 
Scripture of two deaths that come 
to man. The first is spiritual 
death, which is separation from 
God. Therefore, when man was 
separated from God, and God no 
longer had companionship with 
him, he suffered spiritual death. 
Then he suffers another death 
when, in the process of time, the 
life leaves his body and his body 
dies. 


The Divine Problem of 
Salvation 


But now in these latter chap- 
ters of the Bible, God, who had 
said that man could not have ac- 
cess to the tree of life, has said, 
“Blessed are they that wash 
their robes, that they may have 
the right to come to the tree of 
life, and may enter in by the 
gates into the city.” What has 
happened? God has planted an- 
other tree! God had a problem 
in this matter of providing sal- 


‘““Great 
Excitement’’ 
In Pakistan 


“Dear Dr. Rice: 

“There was great excitement 
here a few days ago when four 
parcels arrived from the United 
States of America. The parcels 
contained your gift of books and 
the tracts, ‘What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?’ It is difficult for me ade- 
quately to express our thanks to 
you for this most generous gift; 
but may I assure you that the 
books will bring great blessing to 
the Christians in this area, and 
we pray the tracts will bring sal- 
vation to the unsaved. It is won- 
derful to think that through your 
writings you are having a share in 
God's work here. 

“We read THE SWORD OF THE 
LorRD with much interest and pro- 
fit; it is good to learn its in- 
fluence is spreading. 

“Once again, thank you for the 
books.” 

(Signed) W. B. Davis 
Baptist Mission 
Dacca, E. Pakistan 
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vation for the human race. It 
is not, as is so commonly pre- 
sented from the pulpit in our 
day, a mere matter of a mighty 
God choosing to overlook the sins 
of men and receiving men into 
His presence. 

There are some who say, “Well, 
a father would forgive his son.” 
The father who catches up his 
small boy who has been disobedi- 
ent and wraps him in his arms, 
and says, “Son I forgive your 
disobedience,” is a type of the 
God of the Bible, they say. Oh, 
no, this is not true, for the God 
of the Bible has more than the 
problem of forgiveness. He has 
to find some way by which He 
may forgive the sinner and yet 
remain what He is—a God who 
is righteous, holy and just, main- 
taining equity in His universe. 
God found a way to do that by 
way of the Cross of Calvary, and 
the tree of redemption planted 
on Calvary’s hilltop is God’s ans- 
wer to the problem of man’s sin 
and man’s separation from God. 


George Bernard Shaw, that 
brilliant Irish-Englishman with 
whom we disagree ninety-nine per 
cent of the time, commented on 
something that had occurred in 
England during the war. A promi- 
nent woman’s son had been ar- 
rested as a conscientious objector 
and put behind prison bars because 
he would not serve his country in 
the war. The mother found she 
could visit her son only once a 
month, I think it was, or per- 
haps once every two weeks. So 
she appeared before some high 
justice in English courts to see 
if some way could not be pro- 
vided whereby she could visit 
her son in a military prison more 
frequently. The justice was as- 
tonished and said, “Why, madam, 
you do not mean to say you can 
see your son only at those in- 
frequent intervals?’ George, Ber- 
nard Shaw, in commenting on 
that, said that every judge and 
every law enforcement officer, 
who has anything to do with 
sending men to prison, should 
himself spend a certain number 
of weeks or months in prison in 
order that he would know the 
sort of suffering to which he 
was consigning others. 


Well, I am not arguing for 
that, but I am merely saying this 
—that God saw a world separated 
from Himself because of sin, men 
whom He could not possibly re- 
ceive into His presence because 
they were born in sin, they had 
lived in sin, they had been dis- 
obedient, they had been rebellious, 
they had scoffed at His law and 
mocked at His love. And God, a 
righteous God, could not receive 
them on their own terms, but 
could only receive them on the 
basis of what He Himself is. So He 
came into the prison house of 
our flesh and took the penalty 
of their transgressions upon Him- 
self, 


Holiness Is God’s Requirement 

Holiness is the one character- 
istic of deity that everyone must 
possess before he can come into 
the presence of God. You do not 
have to be as wise as God—you 


never will. You need not be as 
powerful as God—you never will. 
But you must be as holy as God. 
How is that to be made possible? 
How is it that a righteous God 
can receive unrighteous man? 
Can man originate a _ righteous- 
ness or establish a holiness? Ah, 
no, but God has made the pro- 
vision, every needed provision, 
for unrighteous and unholy men, 
by giving His Son to die on the 
cross, and He who knew not sin 
was made sin in our behalf, that 
we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him. 


There was a moment on the 
cross hard to understand. We are 
not able to solve the depth of 
the cry which went up from the 
lips of the Son of God: “My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” But.when we look at the 
Scripture and see its teaching 
concerning the meaning of His 
death on the cross, we have some 
little glimpse as to why He of- 
fered that awful cry. The prophet 
expresses it thus: “All we like 
Sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned everyone to his own way; 
and the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.” That is 
what occurred on Calvary. There 
was no sinin Jesus Christ. If there 
had been sin in Jesus Christ, He 
of necessity would have died for 
that sin. 


You and I are sinful; we have 
sin in us and must die, for “the 
wages of sin is death.” But there 
was no sin in Him, and because 
there was no sin in Him, it was 
gloriously possible for God to 
lay sin upon Him, and though 
we like sheep have gone astray, 


and have turned everyone to his 
own way, Jehovah laid upon Him, 
when He hung upon the cross, 
the iniquity of us all. A righteous 
God who cannot look upon sin 
turned His face away, and the Son 
cried out in the agony of separa- 
tion, “My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?” 

It was not a figure of speech. 
You will search the four Gos- 
pels in vain for any other occasion 
in which Jesus, in addressing 
the Father, calls Him “God.” 
But here He doesn’t call Him 
“Father.” It is just as if the re- 
lationship had ceased and He 
represents now the guilty, lost 
sinner, and suffers that agony of 
separation that is the sinner’s 
portion. Yes, He has been through 
the prisonhouse of our sin. He 
has been in the place of our con- 
demnation. He has taken the hour 
of our rejection. My feet had 
turned into forbidden paths, but 
His feet were nailed to the cross. 
My hands had performed deeds 
of evil, but His blessed hands 
were held to the tree by spikes. 
My heart was unclean, but the 
spear pierced His side. My mind 
was the fountain of corruption, 
but His pure brow was pierced. 
Mine was the sin, but His was 
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national meetings of Labor Un- 
ions.’ Can you imagine that? 
And suppose John L. Lewis 
came to a General Conference 
as the Mine Workers’ fraternal 
delegate?” 
The Methodists are now making 
‘a great deal of a new “Evangel- 
ism Drive.” All born-again Chris- 


Horses 


and Harnesses 


(Continued from page 6) 


these we are enabled to carry out 
His plans, to go where He wants 
us to go, to stay when He wants us 
to stay. 


May the blessed Lord of our 
lives, the Spirit of grace, find each 
of us like a willing horse, clothed 
with the harness of God, ready and 
willing to follow His gracious lead- 
ings. 


(The above is one of thirty-three 
chapters in the book, Strange Short 
Stories By the Doctor, 123 pages, 
paper bound, which may be pur- 
chased for 75c from Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, Wheaton, IIli- 
nois.) 


STRANGE 
SHORT STORIES 


By the Doctor 
123 fascinating pages of lessons: 
for Christians, from common.: 


every-day things. Flies, peanuts, 
tails, tears, lead pencils, postage 
stamps, coal, taking a _ bath, 
candles, automobiles, soap, hair- 
cuts, dogs, jack asses—did you 
ever hear of such an assortment 
to teach such wonderful. vivid 
lessons! Dr. Walter L. Wilson, the 
kindly, Christian doctor, knows 
how to drive home to the heart 
how Christians ought to live. And 
Sword of the Lord readers learned 
to anticipate, eagerly, each chap- 
ter as it came into their homes 
each week. You can order them 
in permanent form, now, a paper- 
bound book, 123 pages, only 75c. 
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tians should rejoice in any effort 
to reach the unsaved, but one 
doubts the real value of a recently 
held clinic on evangelism when it 
is known that representatives of 
the C. I. O. and A. F. of L. ad- 
dressed the sessions. The meetings 
were held at Albion, Michigan, 
from July 3lst to August 9, 1945. 
I quote from the August 23, 1945, 
Christian Advocate: 
“Representatives of the two 
rival labor groups, the C. IL. O. 
and A. F. of L., spoke the same 
morning . .. Vertical and hor- 
izontal union alike recognized 
the importance of vertical ties 
with the Heavenly Father and 
horizontal ties with all his chil- 
dren.” 
Imagine labor leaders at a clinic 
on evangelism! 
A further quotation would urge 
a union of church and labor: 
““As Methodism starts to build 
churches and to win new mem- 
bers to fill them, it is encour- 
aging to see the rapidly devel- 
oping spirit of friendship be- 
tween Labor and the Church. 
Some of the major unions have 
set aside men whose sole func- 
tion is to build understanding 
with church people. They have 
seen that there must be a two- 
way traffic, giving Labor the 
responsibility of being in the 
Church as active workers with 
positive religious faith, as well 
as laying upon the Church a 
responsibility to understand La- 
bor and to be a part of the La- 
bor Movement. 


“One prominent labor man 
said recently, ‘Some of us are 
seeing that not only have many 
churchmen opposed Labor but 
also many laboring men have 
let the Church down. The time 
has come for each of us to be 
part of the other.’ ”’ 
James S. Chubb, 
Christian Advocate, 
1945. 


The only basis for real unity is 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
(Eph. 4:3). How can there be 
unity among the many unsaved 
in labor unions and born-again 
believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ? The desire for labor and 
church to be together is in itself 
a convincing testimony of the de- 
cline of the spiritual power of 
the Methodist Church. 


The Effect in the Pulpit 


What a tragedy when the so- 
called social gospel replaces the 
gospel of the grace of God! A 
church bulletin listing Sunday 
evening topics came into my 
hands some time ago. It greatly 
interested me because the pastor 
of this church and I were both 


Sept. 20, 


led to Christ by the same man. 


VACATION 


@ TRUE-TO-THE-BIBLE 
@ 10 LESSON COURS 


Use this brand ne 
| Promise 
if} Ai oie 


its Fulfillment” will 


plete with easel, 
figures for 


FOR COMPLETE 


=———— perve® | 

ot gcnoot Bee 

Ww =e 
epee ae § 


| Gentlemen: Please send a FREE V. B. S. Guidebook. 
PPP rrr Terry TYTT LT TTE TAP OLET ETT Cee LL | 
SE totes ne 6 06 a adm a ek conten Sweet crept 
a eS aia dew Sab wow wenbccne thaeel | 
_ Church vp blind MKS RE Chak eeW ewe de Sob0 60 bNGaweebe tte | 
My position in Bible school .........eeeeeeeneeesees 
THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO., CINCINNATI 10, OHIO | 


more successful vacation Bible school than you've 
ever had before! Win more souls to Christ in 2 weeks 
than in a whole year of Sunday classes! 


In this new course the theme “God’s Promise and 


Nursery through Intermediate. Available are teacher's © 
complete manuals (40c. each), pupil’s colorful work- 
books ($2.75 a dozen), 
—_ set ($1.00), correlated Table-Top Pict-O-Graph (com- 


$1.00), 
for the leader (50c.). 


SRST PA eae 


SCHOOL LESSONS 


an 
@ NURSERY THRU INTERMEDIATE 
E @ Low cost 


w Uniform lesson course for a 


be taught every age group from be 


full-color teaching picture 


background and full-color suede 
and helpful Director’s Manvyal 


DESCRIPTION, ASK FOR THE 


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


mM “ Be 
see a Seca tes 
—_— 


The Trees 


of History 


(Contmued from page 10) 


the suffering, because He took 
this lost sinner’s place on the 
cross. And Peter Says in his epistle, 
“Who his own self bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree.” 

This is the masterpiece of God, 
the purpose for which this world 
was brought into existence, for 
the Lamb was slain in the heart 
of God before the foundation of 


This pastor was once on fire for 
the Lord and preached the gospel 
of the grace of God. He attended 
a Methodist seminary and other 
Methodist institutions. I was made 
sick at heart as I read the church 
bulletin. What would a poor lost 
sinner, burdened with a need of 
Christ, hope to find in the follow- 
ing topics on which my friend was 
to preach Sunday evenings? 
June 14—‘“Dictatorship or Dem- 
ocracy”’ 

Discussion on Present 
World Facts 


June 21—‘Men or Machines” 
Present Day Economic 
Policies 

June 28—‘“Personalities or Prof- 
its” 
Our Credit and Balance 
Plans 

July 5— “Peace or Poverty” 
Is It War or Greed for 
the World? 

July 12— “Cooperation or Com- 
pulsion”’ 
Facts for Business To- 
day 

July 19— “Progress or Perdition” 
Discourse on Future 
Success 

July 26— “Justice or Jugglery”’ 


Present Day Jurispru- 
dence Plans 

“Freedom or Fetters” 
The Only Way for a 
Working World 

The social gospel has reached 
the pulpit and now many who 
should be feeding upon the living 
Word of God are handed the 
husks of the social gospel. 

The message of conservative, 
Bible-believing groups, on the 
other hand, is declared by prom- 
inent Methodist leaders to be out 
of date. Bishop Ivan Lee Holt said 
in a missionary meeting that the 
message of the China Inland Mis- 
sion “could not reach modern 
China” (Sunday School Times, 
July 25, 1936). But the China In- 
land Mission is true to the Word 
of God and the Blood gospel as 
the only way of salvation for lost 
sinners. A missionary who had 
spent twenty-five years in China 
wrote an article in which he quot- 
ed Bishop Holt. Before publication 
he submitted it to Dr. Holt asking 
him to check it as he did not 
want to misquote. In the answer 
dated March 16, 1936, occurs this 
sentence. “I did say emphatically 
and I gave my authority for the 
statement that the message of the 
China Inland Mission and other 
conservative groups could not 
reach modern China” (Revelation, 
May, 1936). The gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ will ever be the 
power of God unto salvation to 
everyone who believes and it is 
the only message that can ever 
effectively reach any nation (Rom. 
1:16). 

I believe it has been fairly well 
demonstrated from the above ev- 
idence that the emphasis has 
shifted very definitely away from 
the scriptural doctrine of the gos- 
pel of the grace of God proclaim- 
ed by the apostles (Acts 20:24) to 
a man-made gospel which is under 
the condemnation of the Lord. 
This social gospel is powerless to 
transform a single life or to bring 
one soul to a knowledge of sins 
forgiven. There will come a time 
when righteousness will cover the 
earth, but it will not come 
through the efforts of man but by 
the return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to occupy the throne of his 
father, David (Luke 1:32). Then 
there will be universal justice. 
“The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform this’ (Isa. 9:7), not the 
puny efforts of man. 

(From the book, Present Day 
Methodism and the Bible. 107 
pages, paperbound, $1. Order from 
Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Ill- 
inois. ) 
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the world. He who knows all 
things from the beginning, and 
knew the sin of men before man 
was ever tempted, planned the 
redemption of man before man 
ever sinned; and the whole scheme, 
the whole drama of salvation 
was wrought out first in the 
heart of God, and then in actu- 
ality in the history of the hu- 
man race; and the center of it 
all is the cross of Jesus Christ 
—God in the person of His Son 
making it possible for Him to 
receive sinners. 


We have seen that the one at- 
tribute of deity which every per- 
son must possess in order to get 
into the presence of God is holi- 
ness. But it is the holiness which 
God supplies and imparts, and 
not the holiness which any man 
possesses or attains to. We see 
in Jesus Christ the righteousness 
which God requires, but blessed 
be His name, in the cross of 
Jesus Christ, in His death, we see 
the righteousness which God sup- 
plies. 


God’s Perfect Righteousness 
Provided 


You will remember that Jesus 
said to His disciples, “Go ye in- 
to the city, and there shall meet 
you a man bearing a pitcher of 
water: follow him. And whereso- 
ever he shall go in, say ye to 
the goodman of the house, The 
Master saith, Where is the guest- 
chamber, where I shall eat the 


His Old Records Were 
Removed 


There was a man in the State 
of Illinois some years ago who had 
been a rough character, not only 
a drinking, cursing, carousing 
man, but a criminal, and had 
served several terms behind pri- 
son bars. But the grace of God 
reached down to him and saved 
him and lifted him up, making 
a new man of him. In due time 
he became a notable witness for 
Jesus Christ. He worked in a 
rescue mission in a little city in 
that state. He had been at work 
there a few years and God honored 
his work, and gave him the joy 
of seeing many men brought to 
know Jesus Christ. 

One day he said, “I would be 
perfectly happy if I could only 
get from Cook County the records 
of my sins, the crimes that I have 
committed. I know God has for- 
given me and God has blotted 
them out, but there are the re- 
cords of those old crimes of mine 
and the story is standing there 
in the Cook County Court House. 
If I could get possession of my 
finger prints, and my Bertillon 
measurements, and my photo- 
graphs that are in the Rogue’s 
Gallery, and all the records of 
my crimes, I would be happy.” 

One day he went to Chicago 
and talked with the head of a 
Chicago detective agency, who 
had had occasion to know him 
quite well in the past, but who 
also knew that in the last few 
years he had been going straight. 
The man was a Christian man. 
The mission worker told the head 


passover with my disciples? And 
he will show you a large upper 
room furnished and prepared.” 
In due time the disciples found 
themselves gathered around the 
table in that upper room, and 
Jesus brake the bread and gave 
them the wine, and said: “Take, 
eat: this is my body.... This is 
my blood of the new testament, 
which is shed for many.” I won- 
der if He wasn’t saying to them, 
“You have seen, as I have walked 
with you, a righteousness from 
Heaven. You have seen that it was 
mine and belonged to no one else 
in the world. It was entirely mine 
and no one else could partake 
of it. But now in the shadow of 
the cross, as I break these emb- 
lems of the cross and give them 
to you, I want you to understand 
that on the cross this life of mine 
is broken up, and my righteous- 
ness is to be distributed. My mrght- 
eousness becomes yours by faith.” 
Is not this one thing He meant, 
as He gave them what we call 
the Lord's Supper? 

Yes, this is the masterpiece of 
God—redemption. This world is 


an alluring world. The waters 
tumbling over Niagara hold the 
attention of tourists, many of 
whom look up toward the sky 


and wonder at the 
of the God who could bring such 
a thing into existence. I have seen 
the sun go down across the Nile 
in Egypt, and as the Divine Ar- 
tist painted the sky with such 
lavish colors, reverently I looked 
toward God and wondered at the 
divine mind that could see such 
a thing in imagination before He 
ever made it an actuality. But 
| then I have seen lost sinners come 
to Jesus Christ and be saved 
from the power of sin. I have 
seen some poor tattered tramp, 
or soiled woman of the street, 
or disreputable character, or con- 
demned criminal, or moral self- 
righteous leper come to Jesus 
Christ and experience the trans- 
forming power of the gospel,+« and 
I have said to myself, “Thank 
God, that is the masterpiece of 
God.” Not Niagaras, or sunsets, 
but saved sinners, for Jesus Christ 
did not die for sunsets—He died 
for sinners! 


In the Epistle to the Romans, 
along with the word “righteous- 
ness” is the other word “justi- 
fication”’—‘“‘justify,” “justified by 
faith,” “justified by blood,” “justi- 
fied by grace.’ It is the word 
which explains what occurs for 
the sinner through the cross of 
Jesus Christ. Man is separated 
eternally from God, except that 
God Himself has made a way 
whereby He can receive sinning 
man, not on man’s terms but ac- 
cording to His own righteousness. 
And the cross of Christ is the way 
that God has provided, whereby 
He Himself can remain just and 


yet justify unrighteous men. 


imagination | 


of the detective agency his de- 
Sire, and the agent said. “I will 
see what I can do for you.” He 
got in teuch with the sheriff of 
the county and in due time the 
Sheriff surrendered to him all 
his past records. 

“But,” said this mission worker, 
“I am not quite satisfied. Down 
at the penitentiary in Joliet they 
have the records of my crimes 
committed against the state. I 
have served several terms in that 
penitentiary. If I could only get 
from the warden of the peniten- 
tiary at Joliet my finger-print 
impressions, and my Bertillon 
measurements, and my photo- 
graphs in the Rogue’s Gallery, and 
the records of my crimes, and 
I could know there is nothing 
Standing on the books of the State 
of Illinois against me, I would 
be perfectly happy.” 

The agent said, “I will see what 
I can do.” He wrote to the warden 
of the state, and the warden 


wrote back, “Not on your life. 
It may be only a religious dodge; 
I don’t know. He may fool the 
Cook County officials, but he 
| will never fool the State of Illi- 
nois. You can tell that man that 


: 
}as long as he lives, he will know 


| that we have all the records of 
|his crimes here at the Joliet peni- 
tentiary.” 

Some months after this, the 
i'man, broken in health because of 
| the work he had been doing, 
'was sent to the sanitarium at 
Battle Creek through a little fund 
which the trustees of the mis- 
sion got together. He had been 
there just a day or two when the 
head of the sanitarium asked him 
if some evening in the parlor ser- 
vice he would tell the story of his 
conversion. He consented to do it 
and one night he told the whole 
story. He told of his crimes; he 
told of his salvation; he told of 
his work for Christ, and finished 
up by telling what I have just 
told you—that he would be per- 
fectly happy if he could get his 
prison records, but that the 
warden refused to surrender them. 
This man didn’t know it but in 
his audience that night there were 
the governors of two states, and 
one was the governor of the State 
of Illinois. 


After the service was over, the 
governor went up to the man 
and said, “I have heard your story 
with great interest tonight. IT am 
the governor, and I am going to see 
what I can do for you.” 


In something like two weeks 
after that, the gentleman received 
a long official-looking envelope, 
and in it a brief note with some 
enclosures. The note said, “On 
order of the governor of the State 
of Illinois, I hereby surrender to 
you your finger-print impressions, 
your Bertillon measurements, your 
photographs from the Rogue’s Gal- 


(Continued on page 12) 
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tery, and all the records of your 
crimes: and I have to tell you, sir, 
that the State of Illinois has no- 
thing standing on record against 
you.” 


The Great Offer of Salvation 


This is what God offers to do 
for you by reason of the cross 
of Jesus Christ. The salvation we 
are talking about is not a senti- 
mental thing. It is not a mere 
“Tell mother I'll be there’ sort oi 
affair. It is a matter of having the 
past all taken care of—the black- 
ness of sin wiped out, the record 
of shame and shortcoming and 


wie with His own righteousness 


failure obliterated, and a new 
standing before God given, such 
a standing as though you had 
mever sinned, because by faith in 
the Christ of the cross you are 
saved from sin and God covers! 


which is Jesus Christ. 

Surely it ought not to be neces- 
sary to plead with anybody to 
accept such a salvation as this. 
It ought not to be necessary to 
beg for a single moment with 
anyone to receive this righteous- 
ness, when God has provided it, 
planned it from eternity, wrought 


it out on the cross, and has it now 
to bestow upon you this minute, 
for the taking by faith in Jesus | 
Christ. Will you not this moment 
say, “Yes, now, by the grace of 
God I will take it—I will take 
Him”?—for it is not an “it,” it 
is a “Him.” Eternal life is in His 
Son. “I will take Him now as my 
Saviour and Lord.” Say it, and do 
it! 


(From THE LIVING CHRIST AND 
OTHER GOSPEL MESSAGES by Dr. 
Will H. Houghton. Published by Moody 
Press. Used by permission.) 


‘*Look’’ Magazine Article 
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ment among textual critics.... 
Concerning the differences 
among textual critics Westcott 
and Hort say: ‘If comparative 
trivialities, such as changes of 
order, the insertion or ommis- 
sion of the article with proper 
names, and the like, are set 
aside, the words in our opinion 
still subject to doubt can hard- 
Iv amount to more than a 
thousandth part of the whole 
New Testament.’ This would be 
a total of a little more than a 


half page of the Greek Testa- 
ment from which this Sstate- 
ment is taken. Truly, this is 
not very much!” 


The International Standard Bi- 
ble Encyclopedia on page 2955 
quotes Bentley as saying: 

“The real text of the cecal 
writings is competently exact, 
nor is one article of faith or 
moral precept either perverted 
or lost, choose as awkwardly as 
you will, choose the worst by 
design out of the lump of read- 
ings.” 

So author Spence appears very 


the New Testament, including the 
portions considered as the very 
heart of it, was inserted or 
changed and is not authentic. 

In the second place, Hartzell 
Spence reveals gross ignorance of 
the history of intense study which 
has gone into the text of the New 


Testament. He says: 
“To correct them [the errors] 
125 of the world’s foremost 


Christian theologians have pool- 
ed their brains and their manu- 
scripts in the first comprehen- 


sive effort to find out what is 

original and what is _  after- 

thought.” 

To ignore the intensive studies! 
of hundreds of the very finest) 
Bible scholars of past generations | 
fs inexcusable. Poor Tyndale, Wy- 
cliffe, Coverdale, Tischendorf and 
others of the early translators 
who spent their lives on those 
very problems! Not to mention 
the company of Christian scholars 
who together translated the Ge- 
meva Bible in 1560, the 54 devout 
men who worked from 1604 - 1611 
on the King James Version and 
the 83 men on the revision com- 
mittee who met 407 times over a 
period of ten years to give us the 
Revised Version. 

How inaccurate, then, for 
Spence to claim that this is the 
first comprehensive effort to deal 
with the problems of the text of 

ur Bible! 


God Preserved Our Bible 

The story of how we got our 
Bible is a thrilling one! If you 
have never read how, God care- 
fully watched over its transmis- 
sion down to us, you ought to. I 
know it would be worth 35c of 
your money to buy a copy of the 
Moody Colportage Book, Our Bi- 
ble—How We Got It, by Charles 
Leach. If your bookstore doesn’t 
have a copy, then write to us and 
we'll send you one for 35c. 

Consider that there is no known 
copy of Homer’s writings (1000 
B. C.) which dates back earlier 
than 1300 A. D. Yet we have thou- 
sands of fragments of early papy- 
rus copies of the New Testament 
—sdme dating back to the second 
century. 


Besides the fragments, there are 
several fairly complete copies of 


the New Testament which date 
back to the fourth and fifth cen-| 
turies. Before the printing of the) 
Gutenburg Bible in 1456, the 
Scriptures were handed down to 
us by scribes who laborously cop- 
ied by hand all of the Greek 
characters on papyrus at first, 
then on parchment and vellum. 
Papyrus was a very brittle sub- 
stance made of a certain reed | 
which was split and pressed to-| 
gether to form sheets. It is really | 
remarkable that we have any re-| 
mains of the early copies of our 
Bible which were made on papy-' 
rus. Since papyrus was used ex- 
tensively up until the third cen- 
tury, it is easy to see why we 
have not yet found what we would) 
call the original copies of Scrip-| 
ture—the autographs. 
The remarkable thing 
the text which we now 
so accurate. As we previously | 
showed, most of the variations 
which we find between old docu- 
ments are very minute and inci- 
dental. Only about one word in 
one thousand in the New Testa- 
ment has any substantial varia- 
tion. L. Gaussen, a noted Swiss 
theologian, in his really monu- 
mental work, The Plenary Inspi- 
ration of the Holy Scriptures, 
shows that of the 7,959 verses in 
our New Testament, only 10 or 
12 offer any real trouble or ques- 
tion. In most cases, as A. B. Bruce 
points out, there are only small 
variations such as the different 
spelling of a word or the omission 
of a letter—nothing important. 
In any case, no doctrine is cal- 
led into doubt by the variations in 
the text, and what we have in 
our Bible is esséntially what was 
in the originals. 
To a good Christian it is not 
Surprising that God wonderfully 
preserved our Bible from error. 
The Lord Jesus promised in John 
17:20 that the Word of the apos- 
tles would remain in the posses- 
sion of the church. In John 8:31, 
32 Jesus commanded His disciples 
to continue in His Word and to 
teach all things which He com- 
manded. Therefore it is only na- 
tural to expect God to preserve 
ur Bible and see that we get ex- 
actly what He wanted us to have. 


is that! 
have is | 


Look Magazine Smutty 

Why would such an unscholarly 
article, obviously written to tear 
down faith in the Bible, be pub- 
lished in a popular, widely-read 
magazine? A look through the 
rest of the pages of this issue of 
Look magazine tells the story. It 
is filled with lewd and suggestive 
pictures designed to appeal to the 


carnal, sinful nature. In simple 
language, the magazine is just 
plain “dirty.” Christian people 


ought not to have it in their 
homes. I would be ashamed to be 
seen with it or to have the post- 
man bring it to my door. It en- 
coursges dirty thinking and low 
living. 

This atmosphere does not breed 
scholarly articles. Sensational and 
untrue slanders such as this at- 
tack on the Bible flourish in such 
surroundings. Such a magazine 
cannot be trusted in its editorial 
policy nor in its articles. As a 
Christian, you had better leave 
such poison alone. 


=, 


'use of 


(Continued from page 1) 


than the unbeliever’s very own 
speech. In the Judgment Day the 
man who swears can mever say he 
did not know God, or Jesus Christ. 
Every time he swears, he is reaf- 
firming his faith (if you can call 
it that) in God's existence. And 
by doing so he seals his own doom: 
he condemns himself out of his 
own mouth. 

The same thing may be said 
about such expressions as “devil,” 
“hell,” and so on. One of our 
popular magazines pointed out 
that the people who shout the 
loudest that they do not believe 
in such old-fashioned ideas are 
the people who talk about them 
the most! 


Now, no sin is more contagious 
than bad speech. A man may be 
surrounded with evil women and 
not commit adultery; he may be 
surrounded with tempting pos- 
sessions and still not steal. But 
rare is the man who can hear 
swearing all about him and not 
occasionally give vent himself, in 
thought, if not in speech, to those 
Same expressions. Speech, you see, 


‘is SO imitative: we learn to speak 
(at all that way! The way people 


pronounce the very same words 
—like the boys from Alabama 


iversus those from Brooklyn—is 


acquired by imitation. For this 
reason, if for no other, the man 
of God should shun the company 
of the scoffer, as Psalm One says. 


But, you say, what can be done 
to prevent assuming this sin 
when you cannot escape being sur- 
rounded by it? The best thing is 
to fill your speech with the proper 
God's name. Weeds will 
grow in any ground unless that 
earth is filled with grass or grain. 
Prayer is not something to be 
enjoyed just at certain times, like 
at chapel, bedtime, or at meals. 
Breathe a prayer to God every 
time you think about Him, or are 
tempted to think or do the wrong 
thing. Tennyson said, 


“More things are wrought by 
prayer than this world dreams 
of, 

Therefore let thy voice rise like 
a fountain day and night.” 


Particularly ask God to help you 
against this sin whenever you hear 
it, like the soldier-Psalmist who 
said, “Set a watch, O Lord, be- 
fore my mouth: keep the door 
of my lips.” “Let the words of 
my mouth and the meditation of 
my heart be acceptable in thy 
sight, O Lord, my Rock and my 
Redeemer.” 

And when you do fall into this 
particular sin (for if you read 
James 3 you will find that every- 
body does!) pray immediately for 
pardon. It will help to prevent a 
recurrence of the crime against 
God. It will clean your conscience 
of self-condemnation. “If we con- 
fess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins,‘ and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness.” 


But what duty do we have to- 
ward those round about us who 
swear? If a man keeps his own 
conversation comparatively clean, 
can he say with Cain, “Am I my 
brother’s keeper?” 


Let me say first of all that 
you would be surprised what a 
powerful testimony against swear- 
ing your simple refusal to do so 
is. A man who does not swear 
stands out like a sore thumb 
amongst those who do. He does 
not have to say that he does not 
swear: the others know that! 
Samuel Zwemer, in comparing 
Moses to Samson, the morally- 
weak “Atlas,” says, “The wncon- 
scious influence of any man is, 
therefore, always greater than his 
conscious influence, whether for 
good or evil. This is the glory and 
the tragedy of everyday life. A 
mother in her home, a son at 
college, a pastor in his parish 
(a soldier in the service—R.V.) 
exert a constant influence and 
we are unconscious of it most of 
the time” (Sons of Adam, Baker 
Book House, p. 79). This is what 
Paul meant when he told the 
Philippians, “Be blameless and 
harmiess, the sons of God, with- 
out rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and _ perverse nation, 
among whom ye shine as lights 
in the world; holding forth the 
word of life” (2:15). A Christian 
lets his light shine sometimes more 


Boys in Khaki and Blue 


brightly by what he does not do 
than by what he does. 

In addition to this, I would 
say, ask God to open the way to 
speak for Him against this sin. 
After all, if the Lord expects us 
to do a certain something for 
Him, He certainly will provide 
the opportunity. Too often we have 
the notion that we have to do the 
Lord’s work all by ourselves, in 
our own strength. Then our ex- 
perience is just like the Israelites 
about to enter Canaan the first 
time; remember? Either we are 
filled with such fear that we do 
nothing, or, brashly, we rush in 
without God and accomplish no- 
thing still. Wait on the Lord with 
a prayer for usefulness in your 
heart, and you can be sure that 
“the Holy Spirit will teach you in 
that same hour what ye shall say.” 

I write these things, men, be- 
cause there is so much at stake. 
The soul of one of your buddies 
may be saved through a simple 
word ‘“‘fitly spoken in due season.” 
“My brethren, if any among you 
err from the truth, and one con- 
vert him; lete-him know, that he 


who converteth a sinner from the 
error of his way shall save a soul 
from death, and shall cover a 
multitude of sins.” 

Our country’s future is aft 
Stake, the very thing that ser- 
vicemen are presumably fighting 
for. The first general that the Uni- 
ted States Army ever had, think- 
ing about whose handicaps and he<« 
roism almost made me weep when 
I visited Valley Forge, issued an 
order of the day against pro- 
fanity that said, “We can have 
little hope of the blessing of 
Heaven on our arms, if we in- 
sult it by our impiety and folly.” 
It is silly to sing, “God bless 
America,” and swear in the next 
breath. Better to be a Russian, 
with no pretense of religion, than 
the citizen of a “Christian” 
country like ours, and swear. If 
we are people of prayer instead 
of profanity, 


“Then conquer we must, for our 
cause— it is just, 

And let this be our motto, ‘In 
God is our trust.’”’ 


(From the book, OUR BOYS IN BROWN 
AND BLUE, by Rev. Rolf L. Veenstra. 
Published by Baker Book House, 1019 
Wealthy St., S. E., Grand Rapids 6, Michi- 
gan. May be ordered from the publisher, or 
from Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois. 


Price, 50c) 
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WHERE TENS OF THOUSANDS OF SWORD READERS FIND BIG VALUES IM LITTLE SPACE 


THE MEXICAN INDIAN 


MISSION 
A Pioneer Faith Work 
Founded to reach the five million Indians 
of Mexico. Used to win thousands of 
Indians to Christ in twenty years. 
Seeking new missionaries to enter thirty- 


nine more tribes. Prayer  intercessore 
needed. 
Send for “The Mexican Indian,” bi- 


monthly no charge publication. 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


HOSPITALIZATION INSURANCE 


may now be had by church members 
without limitations on the various serv- 
ices needed while hospitalized. 

Not so much for this, that, or the 
other thing, but will pay your or your 
family’s hospital bill up to any maxi- 
mum protection desired. Surgeon, phy- 
sician, nurse and drug store coverages 
provided. 


CHURCHMMEMBER’S LIFE INSURANCE CO. 
10th Floor, Consolidated Building 
indianapolis, Indiana 


5,000 st314".4" WANTED 
WORKERS 

to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, 
Se Scripture mottoes, Scripture 
calendars, greeting cards. Good com- 
eee. Send for free catalog and price 

st. 

George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 6, Dl. 


BIBLE STUDY BY MAIL— 


Only $1.00 
“LESSONS FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING” 


Twelve simple studies for the new convert. 
Send order to Dept. SL, with payment to- 
day. Receive first six lessons by return mail. 


EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL 
6902 S. Normal Blvd., Chicago 21, Illinois 


WANTED! 
Dealers & Agents to sell 


TAPE RECORDERS 


We offer the best recorders in each 
price bracket. Wilcox-Gay, Pentron 
Crestwood & Magnecord, 
INTERNATIONAL RADIO & 
ELECTRONICS CORPORATION 
Box 123-R4 Elkhart, Ind. 
Clarence C. Moore 


NEW PORTABLE TYPEWRITER AS 

LOW AS $52.50. New DeLuxe Postcard 
Duplicator with automatic feed, adjustable 
for size and weight of card or paper, in- 
cluding supply kit $10.75. Extra quire of 
stencils $1.35. Standard and portable type 
writers—new and rebuilt at special prices 
to Sword of the Lord readers. The Type 
writer Specialists, 5541 S. Ashland Ave., 
Chicago 86, Ill. GRovehill 6-8100. 


—— 


SOUND 
SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 


Ideal for Pastors and Personal Workers 
Send for Samples 
SCRIPTURE TRACT SOCIETY 


Box 64, Marcus Hook, Pa. 
Mention The Sword of The Lord 


New Opportunity to give 
them a gospel witness by 
am trained personal workers 

also in the service. 1 
Y Wen THE LORD IS GREATLY 


BLESSING THIS PROGRAM 


Send 25c for a sample and outline. 


The ORGAN of many 
uses. Carry wit you, 
churches, meetings, Sun- 
day Schools, institutiorts. 
Well made, real organ 
tone, finest for travel. 
Only 60 pounds, 30 inches 
long $175, payments 
available. Also new vibraharps, 


$495. 
Write today, ORGAN SHOP, 3117 Har- 


rison Ave., N., Canton 9, Ohio. Our 


23rd year. 


Books by 
DR. LEE ROBERSON 


“Some Golden Day Break" Paper 50¢ 


“Be Filled with the Spirit” 50¢ 
“The Secret of Peace and Joy” 50¢ 
Address: 

Lee Roberson 


Chattanooga, Tennessee 


REVERE MOVIE PROJECTORS & CAMERAS, 
TAPE RECORDERS also, BAPTISTA MIRACLE 


PROJECTORS & FILMS, HEARING AIDS. 

35mm Camera & Projectors, Binoculars, 
Telescope, Sunglasses. (send us your brok- 
en eyeglasses. Lenses duplicated, frames 
repaired. We are optometrists, opticians 
and hearing aid dealers.) Pastors, Mission- 
aries, Students, & Christians write for 
folders & extra special prices. Christian 
owned company. 


DR. DAVEY OPTICAL CO. 


Box 608 Bemidji, Minn, 


Hey, 
Windbag 


Why don’t you DO something about 
my Christian home education, instead 
of just TALKING about it. 


Subscribe today. Introductory offer, 
8 months of THE CHRISTIAN PAR- 
HINT, for parants and families, and MY 
OHUM, children’s magazine, both for 
only $1. Each $2.50 a year. 


THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CO. 
Box SL Highland, Illinois 


wee wera AT LAST 
Soul Saving Simplified 
Earl J. Edwards, M.A., M.Th., Litt.D. 
(Zvangelist and Bible Teacher) 
“Most unique and effective course ever 
offered’’—Dr. Keith Brooks, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 
Complete in 12 easy lessons. Full price: $5.00 
PILGRIM PUBLISHERS 
136 Snell Isie Bivd., St. Petersburg, Fia 
NO MEMORIZING OF SCRIPTURE 


GOSPEL TENTS 
Canvas .,.."s""'., Tabernacles 


METAL SEAT ENDS 
Smith Mfg. Co., Dalton, Ga. 
Over 5@ Years in Business 


RARE GIFTS 


Pastors—Teachers—Christian workers 


Thousands of boys and girls, all ages, 
have been inspired to attend Sunday 
School by these unusual gifts. Thousands 
won to Christ. Watch your S.S. and class 

row. Give a gift. INTRODUCTORY OF- 

ER, 50 different gifts $1.00. Price list 
sree. SURPRISE! 3—35c Gifts with each 

r. 


EVARETT MILLS—Children’s Friend 
1301 West 58th Place, Los Angeles 44, Calif. 


